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THE ARMY. 


Utysses 8. GRANT, 
President and Commander-in- Chie. 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 

W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General E. D, Townsend, Adijutant-General, 
Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. &. 

Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, December 25, 1875. 
Major Charles H. Morgan, Fourth Artillery—Died 
Dec. 20, 1875, at Alcatraz Island, Cal. 
Post Chaplain Charles L. Hequembcurg—Died Dec. 
24, 1875, at Fort McPherson, Neb. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL DRDERS. 
Issued from the War Department, Adjutant-General's Office, for 
the week ending December 28, 1875. 
Wednesday, December 22. 

Discharged.—Private Robert J. Downing, C, Second 
Cavalry, now with his command. 

Second Class Private Robert W. Ramsden, Ordnance 
Detachment, U. S. Army, who enlisted Jan, 23, 1865; 
deserted Sept. 10, 1865; surrendered Dec. 13, 1875, 
and now 1n confinement at Frankford Arsenal, Penn., 
will be released from confinement and discharged the 
service of the United States to date Sept. 10, 1865, on 
receipt of this order at the place where he may be con- 
fined. This soldier is not entitled to travel-pay. 

The Subsistence Department will pay commutation 
of rations at the usual rates to Musician Augustus 
Lindsay, Co. I, Fifteenth Infantry, now in Washing- 
ton under S. O. No. 112, Nov. 21, 1875, from Head- 
quarters, District of New Mexico, for the journey re- 
quired in returning to his company at Fort Marcy, 

‘ew Mexico. 
The leave of absence granted Captain William W. 
Sanders, Sixth Infantry, in 8. O. No. 56, April 3, 1875, 
from this oftice, is extended to May i, 1876. 

Honorably Discharged.—Hospital Steward Samuel W. 
Richardson, U. S. Army, now on duty at Fort Trum- 
bull, Conn. 

Thursday, December 23. 


Sergeant Henry W. Lang, Company I, Tenth Infan- 
try, now with his command, is transterred to the Gen- 
eral Service Detachment, U. S. Army, as a private, at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kas. The Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment will furnish the necessary transportation. 

Discharged.—Private, Joseph T, Boardman, General 
Service, U.S. A,, now at Columbus Barracks, Ohio. 

To correct his record on the rolls, so much of 8. O. 
No. 103, Par. 21, dated April 30, 1869, from this office, 
as discharged First Lieutenant Francis O. Sawyer, 9th 
Vermont Volunteers, to date June 30, 1864, is revoked, 
and he is mustered out and honorably discharged from 
the military service of the United States to cate July 
24, 1864, the date prior to that of his assignment to 
duty under his commission as Captain and Assistant 
Quartermaster, U. 8. Volunteers. 

Private John Pogue, Company F, Fourth Infantry, 
who enlisted August 1, 1862; deserted Oct. 26, 1863; 
re-enlisted June 11, 1874, 1n Company I, Third Artil- 
lery, under the name of John J. Pogue, and now in 
confinement at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., is restored 
to duty without trial and transferred to Co. I, Third 
Artillery, to serve balance of original enlistment. d 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Dec. 24, 25, 27, and 28, 1875.] 


GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 91, Washington, Noy. 15, 1875.—Before a Gen- 
eral Court-martial which conyened at West Point, N. Y., Oct. 23, 
1875, and of which Captain Charles W. Raymond, Corps of En- 

ineers, U. 8. Army, is president, Corporal Frank E. Moore, U. 

. Military Academy Detachment of Cavalry, was arraigned and 
tied, and found guilty of “ Neglect of duty, to the prejudice of 
good order and military discipline. Sentence, “To be reduced 
to the rank of a private soldier, and to forfeit five dollars per 
month of his monthly pay for three months.” The proceedings, 
findings, and sentence are approved. The General Court-martial 
of which Captain Charles W. Raymond, Corps of Engineers, U. 8. 
Army, is president, is hereby dissolved. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 96, Washington, Nov. 19, 1875.—Before a Gen- 
eral Court-martial which convened at Fort Columbus, N. ey F 
November 8, 1875, and of which Surgeon A. K. Smith, U. 8. A., 
is president, was arraigned and tried—Private Henry F. Bowers, 
Ordnance Department, U. S. Army, for “‘ Desertion”’ and “* Con 
duct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline.” 
Finding, ‘ Guilty.” Sentence, “To forfeit to the United States 
all pay and ullowances, to be dishonorably discharged, and ¢on- 
fined at hard labor for two years.’’ The proceedings are ap- 
proved. So much of the sentence as relates to confinement at 
hard labor will be carried into execution at the Leavenworth 
Military Prison, where the prisoner will be sent under proper 





guard. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 97, Washington, Nov. 19, 1875.—Before a Gen- 
eral Court-martial which cenvened at St. Louis Barvacks, Mo., 
November 5, 1875, and of which Surgeon B. A. Clements, U. 8. 


Army, is president, was tried—Recruit Henry Kelly, General 
Moanted Service, U. 8. Army, for ‘* Desertion” and ‘‘ Theft.” 
Finding, ‘ Not guilty of desertion, but guilty of absence without 
leave.’ “Not guilty of theft.’’ Sentence, ‘*To be confined at 
hard labor for thirty days, and to forfeit tive dollars pay.”’ Also 
Recruit Charles Sheppard, General Mounted Service, U. 8. Army, 
for “Theft.” Finding, “ Not Guilty.” The proceedings, sen- 
tence, and acquittal above -recited are approved. The General 
Court-martial of which Surgeon B. A. Clements, U. 8. Army, is 
president, is dissolved. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 98, Washington, Nov. 24, 1875.—Before a Gen- 
eral Court-martial which convened at Fert Columbus, N. Y. H., 
Nevember 10, 1875, and of which Surgeon A. K, Smith, U.S. A., 


- 


is president, Private Wil!iam H. Ingman, Company C, Fifth Artil- 
lery, was arraigned and tried, and found guilty of ‘* Desertion.” 
Sentence, ‘To forfeit all pay and allowances, to be dishonor- 
ably dismissed, and then confined at hard labor in charge of the 
guard at such military prison as the reviewing authority may 
direct for the period of two years.” The proceedings, findings, 
and sentence are approved. Upon the recommendation made by 
the Judge-Advocate-General, in view of the voluntary surrender 
of the prisoner, and other palliating circumstances in the case, so 
much of the sentence as directs the dishonorable discharge of 
the prisoner is remitted. Upon the expiration of his term of 
confinement, which will be undergone in the Leavenworth Mili- 
tary Prison, he will be returned to duty to serve the remainder of 
his term of enlistment, including the time lost by desertion; ‘and 
with such return to duty the forfeiture imposed by his sentence 
shall cease to operate for his service thereafter. The General 
Court-martial of which Surgeon A> K. Smith, U. 8. Army, is 
president, is hereby dissolved. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 101, Washington, Nov. .29, 1875.—In the case 
of Charles 8S. Royster, late private, Company A, Fourth Cavalry, 
now undergoing execution of sentence of a General Court-mar- 
tial, the period of confinement is reduced to three years. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 102, Washington, Dec. 8, 1875.—Before a Gen- 
eral Court-martial which convened at Newport Barracks, Ky., 
Noy. 9, 1875, and of which Colonel David S. Stanley, Twenty- 
second Infantry, is presideat, were arraigned and tried, and 
found guilty of desertion: Recruit Amos Davis, G, Colored {n- 
fantry General Service Recruits, U. S. A.; Private Isaac Chand- 
ler, A, Fourth Cavalry; Private John Willis, F, Fourth Artillery; 
Recruit Charles B. Hilliard, E, General Service Recruits, U. 8. 
Army. Sentence, “To be dishonorably discharged, with the 
logs of all pay and allowances, except the just dues of the laun- 
dress, and that confinement at hard !abor in such military prison 
as the reviewing authority may direct for the period of three 
years.’’ Private Isaac Chandler, A, Fourth Cavalry. Sentence, 
**To be dishonorably discharged, with the loss of all pay and al- 
lowances, except the just dues of the Jaundress, aud confined at 
hard labor in such military prison as the reviewing authority ma 
direct for the period of five years.’ Private Charles Martin, E, 
Disposable General Service Recruits, U. S. A., ‘“‘Absenee without 
leave,”’ sentenced to forfeit $10 for one month, and to be confined 
at hard labor at such place as the proper authority may direct for 
the same period. The proceedings, findings, and sentences of the 
General Court-martial in the foregoing cases are approved. in 
the case of Recruit Davis,in view of the recommendation to 
clemency, signed by all the members of the court, the term of 
confinement at hari labor is reduced to one year. In the case of 
Private Martin, Newport Barracks, Ky., is designated as the 
place for execution of so much of the sentence as relates to con- 
finement at hard labor. In the case of Recruit Davis, s0 much of 
the mitigated sentence, aud in the cases of Privates Chandler and 
Willis and Recruit Hilliard so much of the sentences, as relates 
to confinement at hurd labor will be carried into execrtion at the 
Leavenworth Military Prison, where the prisoners will be sent 
under proper guard. 


G. C.-M. O. No. 105, Washington, December 13, 1875.—Before a 
General Court-mariial which convened at Willet’s Point, N. Y. 
H., December 8, 1875, and of which First Lieutenant Benjamin 
D. Greene, Corps of Engineers, U. 8. Army, is president, was 
arraigned and tried : Private Peter Forton, Company C, Battalion 
of Engineers, U. S. Army. Charge—‘ Desertion.” Finding— 
“Guilty.” Sentence, ‘To be dishonorably discharged, with the 
loss of all pay. and- allowances, and to be confined at hard labor 
under charge of a guard at such place as the reviewing authority 
may direct for the*period of two years; wearing during that 
time a twenty-four pounder ball attached to his left leg by a 
chain six feet long.’ The proceedings and findings of the Gene- 
ral Court-martial in the foregoing case of Private Peter Forton, 
Company C, Battalion of Engineers, U. 8. Army, are approved. 
The sentence, except so much of it as imposes punishment by 
ball and chain, is also approved and will be duly executed. The 
Leavenworth Military Prieon is designated as the place of con- 
finement, where the prisoner will be sent under proper guard. 
The General Court-martial of which First Lieuteuant Benjamin 
D. Greene, Corps of Engineers, U. 8. Army, is president, is 
hereby dissolved. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 106, Washington, Dec. 18, 1875.—Before a Gen- 
eral Court-martial which convened at Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., 
Oct. 27, 1875, and of which Surgeon A. K. Smith, U. S. Army, is 
president, was arraigned and tried—Private George E. Wilson, 
H, Fifth Cavalry. Charge.—‘‘ Desertion.’’ Finding, “ noe 
Sentence. “To forfeit all pay and allowances, to be dishonorably 
discharged, and then confined at hard labor in charge of the 
guard at such military prison as the reviewing authority may 

irect for the period of two years.’’ The proceedings, findings, 
and sentence of the General Court-martial in the foregoing case 
of Private George E. Wilson, H, Fifth Cavalry, are approved. 
Upon the recommendation of the Judge-Advecate-General, the 
term of confinement is reduced to one year, to date from Oct. 
27, 1875. So much of the mitigated sentence as relates to con- 
finement will be carried icto execution at Fort Columbus, 
N. Y. H. 

G. C.-M. O. No. 107, Washington, Dec. 21, 1875.—In the case of 
Private Charles Martin, E, Disposable General Service Recruits, 
U.S. Army (G. C.-M. O. No. 102, W. D., A.-G. O., December 8, 
1875), Columbus Barracks, Ohio, is designated as the place for 
the execution of so much of the sentence as relates to confine- 
ment at hard labor. 








SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 


The order of this Department require that the 1n- 
struments issued to a Medical Officer for his personal 
use shall be retained in his immediate possession so 
long as he remains inthe Army. Inchanging station, 
those instruments should be carried by the officer with 
his personal baggage; but if impracticable to take them 
in that manner, they should be transferred to the Post 
or Depot Quartermaster, for transportation, and in no 
ease should the instruments be forwarded by express, 
except at the officer’s own expense, as the charges 
therefor cannot be paid by the Quartermaster or Medi- 
cal Departments. (Circular Order No. 4, Dec. 15.) 








CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 

Brigadier-General A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Engineers. 
The following will be the course of winter instruc- 
tion for the Battalion of Engineers, at Willet’s Point, N. 
Y. H., during the ensuing season under G. O. No. 10: 
A weekly detail consisting of two officers, one non-com- 
missioned officer and eight privates, as heretofore, 
for torpedo duty, to include every soldier not excused 
by orders. The instruction will be under the direction 
of the senior commissioned officer, aided by the junior 
officer and by Sergeant A. J. Nolty, assistant instruc- 
tor in submarine mining. It will comprise telegraph- 
ing with the Dial instrument, including the code for 
action; the duties of the Loading-rocm, and, so far as 
practicable, of the Boat service, as prescribed in the 
proof shvets of Part III. of the new Torpedo Manual. 
It is expected that every dfficer on duty with the Bat- 
talion will so far qualify himself in the theory and 





practice of photography, as to be able to give any 





needed instruction to his men in its praetical applica- 
tion to copying maps, und taking views with the ca- 
mera during a campaign. To this end, the officers’ 
laboratory will be open daily from guard-mounting 
until 1 Pp. m., and, if desired, until a Jater hour. In 
Field Astronomy, work in the observatory, and the 
daily observations of the officer of the day for time, 
will be suspended during the inclement season; but 
will be resumed in the spring. The usual hourly 
meteorological observations at Willet’s Poimt will n 
on January 2, and will continue for sixty consecutive 
days. The observers will consist of the Lieutenanis 
op duty with the Battalion at this post, and of the re- 
quisite number ef non-commissioned officers from each 
of the three companies, to be selected by the Captains. 
Each tour will consist of two consecutive days, and the 
observers will be excused from all other duty during 
that period. Immediately after the termination of the 
observation, the data will be discussed, under the di- 
rection of the Captains, by tue Lieutenants of the com- 
panies, in the manner prescribed by Colonel William- 
son in Professional Papers No. 15, of the Corps of 
Engineers. To Company A is assigned the reduction 
of the observations with the psycrometer including 
force of vapor and relative humidity; to Company B 
those with the aneroid barometer and of the air tem- 
perature; and to Company C those with the mercurial 
barometer, and of the winds and clouds. Should this 
reduction develop culpable want of accuracy on the 
part of any observer, his name will be reported by the 
Captain in charge, in transmitting the final tables and 
diagrams. Company commanders will see that their 
companies are kept well drilled in the manual of arms, 
and that they are praeticed in the bayonet exercise. 
Recitations of non-commissioned officers will be con- 
ducted daily (Saturdays and Sundays excepted) at such 
hours as may be selected by company commanders. 
The latter will be the instructors of their companies, 
the subalterns being assistants. Each recitation will be 
marked upon the West Point system; and, at the close 
of each week, a list showing the marks of each non- 
commissioned officer, in each branch, will be for- 
warded to Headquarters. The evening session of the 
school for the post children will be held between 
the hours of 2 and 4 Pp. M. duriag the continuance 
of the above recitations. During the winter season, 
the school for soldiers, ordered by Act of Congress 
approved July 28, 1866, and announced to the Army 
in G. O. No. 56, dated War Department, A.-G. O., 
August 1, 1866, will be established, Attendance will 
be voluntary, the object being to extend aid to such 
enlisted men as desire to devote a portion of their win- 
ter’s leisure to study. This school will be under the 
charge of the Battalion Adjutant and Quartermaster. 
Sessions will be held between 7 and 8 P. m. on Tues- 
days, Thursdays, and Fridays of each week. Weekly 
reports similar to those of the non-commissioned 
oflicers’ recitatious, will be rendered. The drill of 
Company E, at West Point, N. Y., being under the 
direction of the Superintendent of the Military Aca- . 
demy, it is requested that, as far as practicable, the 
non-commissioned officers and men may have instruc- 
tion similar to that of the rest of the Battalion; and 
that a consolidated report of the recitations of the non- 
commissioned officers in each branch may be for- 
warded to Battalion Headquarters, at the close of 
the season, 








HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE U. &. 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


W.T. Sherman, General of the Army of the United States. 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

1. The leave of absence for one month, granted Cap- 
tain J. M. Kelley, Tenth Cavalry, by 8.0. No. 224, c. 
s., Headquarters Department of Texas, is extended two 
months. (S. O. No. 73, Dec, 22.) 

2. Second Lieutenant Edmund M. Cobb, Second 
Artillery, is hereby detailed for special duty at the , 
Artillery School, U. 8. Army, Fort Monroe, Va., and 
will report without delay to the Commanding Officer 
of the School. (Ibid.) 


The leave of absence for twenty days, granted 
Captain John H. Puge, Third Infantry, by 8. 8. O. 
No. 195, c. s., Headquarters Department of the Grif, 
and extended one month byS. O. No. 117, Headgqiar- 
ters Division of the Missouri, 1875, is further extended 
one month. (8. O. No. 72, Dec. 20.) ‘ 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Cieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Headquarters, Chicago, Itt 

Second Cavalry.—At the request of his regimental 
commander, Major James 8. Brisbin was Dec. 27 re- 
lieved from duty in the Department of the Platte, and 
ordered to Fort Ellis, M. T., and assume command of 
that post. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. ; 

Brigadter-Gen. OC. C. Augur: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 

Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon George H. 
Torney, U. 8. Army, was Dec. 18 assigned to duty at 
the Post of Pineville, La., relieving A. A. Surgeon 
Charles H. Young, who will repair to New Orleans 
and report to the medical director of the Department 
for annulment of his contract. Assistant Surgeon 
Stevens G. Cowdrey, U. 8. Army, is assigned to duty 
at Jackson Barracks, La., and relieving Assistant Sur- 
re Van Buren Hubbard, U. 8. Army, as medica i 
officer. . 








“raw servites Or A. «A. Durgeon W 1ulKm wear, U 


pc Toa Soke required, the contract with him 


Ahirteenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for twent 
ew On Dec. 21 granted Captain Philip H. E 
‘ Orleans, La. ) 


+ Department.—Captain Frank H. Phipps 
/WAB mber 28 announced as Chief Ordnance Officer 
‘of the Department of the Gulf. 

Shreveport, La.—A General Court-martial has been 

_COnstituted to meet at this post, January 5. Detail for 
‘the court: Major Lewis Merrill, Seventh Cavalry; Cap- 
tain a apr Parker, Third Infantry; First Lieu- 
tenant Wm.-C. Bartlett, Third Infantry; First Lieu- 
tenants James M. Bell and Donald McIntosh, Seventh 
Cavalry; Second Lieutenants William Gerlach, Third 
Infantry; Geo. D. Wallace, Seventh Cavalry. Second 
Lieutenant Benj. H. Hodgson, Seventh Cavalry, 
Judge-Advocate. 

Inspectors Appointed.—Major H. L. Chipman, Third 
Infantry, Pineville, La.; Captain George B, Russell, 
Ninth Infantry, A. D. C. and Acting Assistant In- 
spector-‘Zeneral, at New Orleans, Dec. 23. 


DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 


Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn 
Pay Department.—Major Rodney Smith, Paymaster, 
U. 8. Army, was Dec. 24 ordered to make payments to 
Dec. 31, 1875, inclusive, of the troops stationed at 
Forts Snelling and Ripley, Minn., and at Fort Aber- 
crombie, D. T., and Major G. W. Candee, Paymaster, 
U. 8. Army, the troops at Fort Randall, Lower Brule 
Agency, Fort Sully, and Cheyenne Agency, D. T. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 


Briqadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 

Fort Leavenworth.—The following named military 
prisoners, entitled to an abatement of five days per 
month for continuous good conduct, were discharged 
from the U. 8. Military Prison: James McQuilken, 
Dec. 16, 1875; James Dwyer, Dec. 22, 1875. 


Fourth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was Dec. 20 nted Second Lieutenant John A. Mc- 
Kinney (Fort Sill, I. T.) 

Jifth Cavalry.—The leave of absence for twenty days 
granted Captain E. M. Hayes (Camp Supply, if z.) 
was Dec. 18 extended ten days. 


Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon L. A. LaGarde, 
U. 8. Army, was Dec. 18 ordered with the necessar 
attendants, to conduct Private Albert Graves, Co. H. 
Nineteenth ey reported insane, to Washington. 
Leave of absence for one montb is granted Surgeon 
LaGarde, to take effect on completion of the duty as- 
signed him. Hospital Steward John Shearlock, U. S. 
Army, was Dec, 18 assigned to duty at the U. 8. Mili- 
tury Prison, Fort Leavenworth, Kas. 

A. A. Surgeon M. O’Brien, U.S. Army, was Dec. 
22 relieved from duty at Fort Lyon, C. T., and ordered 
to Camp Supply, I. 'T., to relieve A. A. Surgeon W. 
E. Sabin, U. 8. Army, who is ordered to the Canton- 
ment on the Sweetwater, Texas. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE, 


’ General George Crook: Headquarters, Omaha, Ne. 

‘~« —Leave of absence for one month, 

“lv for an extension of three 

mvu. * First Lieutenant G. L. 
Luho. 

Medical Departme... .. Surgeon W. E. Brandt, 
U. 8. Army, was Dec. xv relieved from temporary 
duty at Fort Cameron, U.T., and will report in per- 
son to the medical director of the Department. 

A. A. Surgeon Thomas P. Pease, U. 8. Army, was 
Dec. 23 ordered to return to his station at Omaha Bar- 
racks, upon the withdrawal of troops from Rock 
Springs to their proper posts. 

Pay Department.—The following assignment of Pay- 
masters, to pay the troops in the Department of the 
Platte for the muster of Dec. 31, 1875, was made Dec. 
28: Omaha Barracks, Major Simeon Smith; Forts D. 
A. Russell, Fetterman, Laramie, Camps Robinson and 
Sheridan, and Cheyenne Depot, Major T. H. Stanton; 
Forts Cameron, Hall, and Bridger, and Camp Douglas, 


a DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen E. 0. C. Ord; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas 
Medical Department.—Hospital Steward T. J. Hume, 
U. 8. Army, awaiti pom at Fort McKavett, Tex., 
was December 14 ordered to Fort Duncan, Texas, re- 
porting on arrival to the commanding officer and post 


surgeon for duty. - 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Leave of absence for 
seven days wus Dec. 16 granted Capt. W. T. Howell, 
= Quartermaster, U. 8. Army (San Antonio, 

‘exas). 

Zenth Cavalry.—A General Court-martial has be2n 
ordered to convene in San Antonio, Texas, January 5, 
for the trial of Second Lieutenant E. P. Turner, and 
such other | yy as may be properly brought before 
it. Detail for the court: Colonel ft B. Clitz, Captains 
E. E. Sellers, J. B. Parke, Tenth Infantry; Assistant 
Surgeon M. K. Taylor, Medical Department; Captain 
Clifton Comly, Ordnance Department; First Lieuten- 
ants William Hoffman, Eleventh Infantry; W. T. Dug- 
gan. Tenth Infantry; Second Lieutenant R. W. Hoyt, 

leventh Infantry. Captain C. D. Emory, Ninth In- 
fantry, Judge-Advocate. 

Ninth Ca .—First Lieutenant E. D. Dimmick, 

Second Lieutenant J. H. French, and the enlisted men 
Ninth noe yk at Fort Brown, Texas (witnesses in 
the case of Colonel Edward Hatch, Ninth Cavalry), 
were Dec. 20 ordered to Fort Clark, via San Antonio, 
Texas. 
_ Boards ef Survey.—G. O, No. 21, Dec. 20, publishes 
instructions —— “* Boards of Survey” and “ 
ventory and Insyection Reports,” which are substi- 
tuted for all instructions heretofore issued from De- 
part Headquarters on these subjects. 

Eighth Cavalry.—A despatch from Brownsville 
reports that John Bradley, a private in Com- 
pany H, Eighth Cavalry, a new recruit from Chicago, 
was found dead Dec. 21, at the edge of the town, 
stabbed through the heart and his pockets rifled of their 
contents. hen last seen, about midnight, he was 
leaving a barroom opposite the market with a woman 
and two men, all Mexicans. Bradley had about $20 on 
his person. He was a sailor and came originally from 
Liverpool, and was thirty-eight years old. Juana 
Galloa, a desperate female character, who is said to 
have already murdered two men, has been arrested 
under the suspicion of having killed Bradley. Captain 
Randlett detected four Mexicans stealing cattle in the 
vicinity of Ringgold Barracks. The thieves escaped, 
however, by swimming across the river. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headg’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell; Headquarters, Louteville, Kentucky 

Second Infantry.—Leave of absence for twenty days 
was Dec. 18 granted Captain William Mills (Living- 
ston, Ala.) 

It being represented to be an extraordinary occasion, 
a leave of absence for wa was Dec. 20 granted 
Second Lieutenant E. K. Webster, Second Infantry 
(Atlanta, Ga.), though he has not yet served two years 
with his regiment. 

Second Artillery.—Second Lieutenant V. H. Bridg- 

man was Dec. 20 ordered to proceed to Morgantown, 
N. C., for temporary Court-martial duty. 
Medical Department.—The leave of absence for eigh- 
teen days granted Assistant Surgeon W. G. Spencer, 
U. 8. Army (Lebanon, Ky.), was Dec. 20 extended 
three days, and leave of absence for one month was 
same date nted A. A. Surgeon S. T. Weirick, U. 
8S. Army (Humboldt, Tenn.), provided he furnish a 
suitable substitute during his absence. 











MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8S. -Hancock: Hdq’rt'rs, New York. 


Officers Bughtreh — The following officers were re- 
istered at Headquarters Military Division of the At- 
Fantic, for the week ending December 28, 1875: Colonel 
J. E. Tourtelotte, A. D. C.; Surgeon A. B. Hasson, 
U. S. Army; Captain R. T. Frank, First Artillery; 
Colonel T, G. Pitcher, First Infantry; Colonel I. V. 








Major I. O. Dewey; Hartsuff, McPherson, Sanders, 
Fred. Steele, Sidney Barracks, and North Platte, Major 
William Arthur. 

Third Cavalry.—Lieutenant-Colonel Wm. B. Royall 
= Dec. 23 assigned to the command of Sidney Bar- 
racks. 

Second Lieutenant Charles Morton, Third Cavalry, 
having completed the duty for which he was ordered 
to report, in Omaha, to Lieutenant-Colonel Richard I. 
Dodge, Twenty-third Infantry, was Dec. 23 ordered to 
join his proper station. 

Second lieutenant Charles Morton, Third Cavalry, 
was Dec. 23 relieved as a member of the General Court- 
martial, instituted by par. 4, 8. O. No. 126, c. s., from 
Department Headquarters, and is detailed as Judge- 
Advocate of the same court, vice Second Lieutenant 
William W. Robinson, Jr., Third Cavalry, who is 
relieved. 

Special Inspector Appointed.—First Lieut. Samuel 
= on Second Cavalry, at Fort Fred. Steele, 


Fort Fetterman.—A General Court-martial has been 
appointed to meet at Fort Fetterman, W. T., Jan. 3. 

tail for the court: Mujor Alexander Chambers, 
Fourth Infantry; Captains Edwin M. Coates, Fourth 
Infantry; Thomas B. Dewees, Second Cavalry; Samuel 
P. Ferris, Fourth Infantry; First Lieutenant Martin 
E. O’Brien, Second Cavalry; Secund Lieutenants 
Daniel C. Pearson, Second Cavalry; Chas. W. Mason, 
Fourth Infantry. First Lieutenant John W. Bubb, 
Fourth Infantry, Judge-Advocate. 

Twenty-third Infantry.—Leave of absence for fifteen 


D. Reeve, U. 8S. Army; Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. 
Custer, Seventh Cavalry; Captain F. Clarke, Twenty- 
second Infantry; Major J. M. Brannan and First Lieu- 
tenant Allyn Capron, First Artillery; Lieutenant-Col. 
W. H. Lewis, Nineteenth Infantry; First Lieutenant 
E. K. Russell, First Artillery. 
Third Artillery.—Captains Edward R. Warner, John 
R. Myrick, and First Lieutenant John F. Mount, were 
appointed to meet Dec. 24 as a Board of Survey, at 
Fort Wadsworth, to fix the responsibility for the loss 
of certain ordnance property. 
Captain La Rhett L. ah Third Artillery, 
commanding Fort Wood, N. Y. H., was Dec. 27 or- 
dered to inspect and report upon certain subsistence 
stores for which First Lieutenant Ramsay D. Potts, 
Third Artillery, Acting Commissary of Subsistence, is 
responsible, found by a Board of Survey which con- 
vened at that post on the 16th instant, to be “* unfit for 
issue.” 
First Lieutenant James B. Burbank, Third Artillery, 
was Dec 22 ordered to report in person to the Super- 
intendent General Recruiting Service, New York City, 
to conduct a detachment of recruits fur the Fifteenth 
Infantry, from Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., to their 
destination in the Department of the Missouri. 
Leave of absence for ten days was Dec. 22 granted 
First Lieutenant James Chester, Third Antillery (Fort 
Hamilton, N. Y. H.) ; : 
First Artillery—A_ General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Adams, R. I., Dec. 27. The 
following officers of this regiment were detailed for the 
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Patterson; Second Lieutenants John Pope, Jr., Arthur 
Murray. First Lieutenant John W. Dillenback, R. Q. 
M., Judge-Advocate. 

Captain Richard H. Jackson, First Artillery, was 
Dec. 24 detailed a member of the General Court-mar- 
tial convened at Fort Adams, R. I., vice Capt. Royal 
T. Frank, First Artillery, relieved. 

Iwenty-second Infantry.—Colonel David 8. Stanley 
was Dec. 24 ordered to Fort Gratiot, Mich., and carry 
out the special instructions of the Division commander. 

Subsistence Department.—Colonel Marcus D. L. 
Simpson, Assistant Commissary General of Subsistence, 
U. ¢. Army, was Dec. 24 ordered to the following 
posts and stations to make a hy inspection of 
the Subsistence Departments thereat: Forts Foote and 
McHenry, and Baltimore, Md. 

Fort Whipple, Va.—On Fridayfevening, Dec. 24, a 
soiree took place at Fort Whipple, Va. Among those 

resent were Generals Myers, Townsend, Eaton, 

ngalls, Lyford, Dunn, and Vincent. Among the 
many ladies present were the wives of Lieutenants 
Strong, Grimes, Reed, Kilbourne, and many from 
Washington and Georgetown. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : H'dq’rs San Francisco, Cal. 
Sizth Cavalry.—The commanding officer Angel 
Island, Cal., was Dec. 8 ordered to send to Fort Yuma, 
Cal., in charge of Captain Samucl M. Whiteside, Sixth 
Cavalry, by the steamer Montana, Dec. 11, all enlisted 

















In- | men and laundresses at his post for the Sixth Cavalry, 


Eighth Intantry, and companies of the Twelfth Infan- 
try stationed in the Department of Arizona. Dr. E. 
L. Smith, A. A. Surgeon, U.S. Army, was ordered to 
accompany him as medical officer, reporting on his 
return to the medical director of the Department. 
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Twelfth Infantry—Second Lieutenant George A. 
Iaeger, now at Camp Halleck, Nev., having been 
transferred from Company I, stationed at that post, to 
Company C, of the same regiment, will proceed to join 
his company in tae Department of Arizona after his 
return from his present leave of absence. Second Lieu- 
tenant William Allen, now at Angel Island, Cal., hav- 
ing been transferred from Company I, stationed at 
that post, to Company H, of the same regiment, will 
proceed to join his company at Camp Halleck, Nev. 

Fourth Artillery.—A General Court-martial was ap- 

inted to meet at Alcatraz Island, Cal., December 20. 

he following officers of this regiment were detailed 
for the court: Major Charles H. Morgan; Captains H. 
C. Hasbrouck, Harry C. Cushing; First Lieutenants 
William F. Stewart, Sydney W. Taylor, Jacob E. 
Bloom; Second Lieutenant Clarence Deems. Captain 
C. B. Throckmorton, Judge-Advocate. 

Captain C. B. Throckmorton, Fourth Artillery, hav- 
ing furnished surgeon’s certificate of disability, was 
Dec. 18 relieved from duty as Judge-Advocate of the 
General Court-martial convened by 8. O. No. 137, c. 
s., from Department Headquarters, and Captain Geo. 
B. Rodney is appointed Judge-Advocate. 

Board of Survey.—Camp Halleck, Nev., January 3, 
for the damage by use of certain clothing, three over- 
coats and one forage cap, for which First Lieut. E. M. 
Camp, Twelfth Infantry, is responsible. Detail for 
the board: Captain May H. Stacey, Twelfth Infantry, 
Captain C. C. C. Curr and First Lieutenant Edward 
Hunter, First Cavalry. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brot. Maj.-Gen. 0. O. Howard; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

Contracts for Supplies.—A full statement of all con- 
tracts entered into by the Quartermaster’s and Subsist- 
ence Departments for service and military supplies in 
this Department for the fiscal years ending June 30, 
1875, and June 30,1876, are published in a me- 
morandum, Oct. 30, for the convenient reference of 
the officers interested. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 
Brevet Major-General August V. Kautz; Headquarters, Prescott. 

Sizth Cavalry.—A despaich received from Camp 
Grant, Arizona, says, two companies of the Sixth Cav- 
alry left Thursday night, Dec. 23, for the frontier, 
Colonel Biddle, commanding. It will be joined near 
Sonora line by Captain Winchester’s company from 
Camp Lowell. There is no late news concerning the 
Mexican belligerents. Company G, First Cavalry, left 
San Francisco by rail Dec. 24 for San Diego. 





Tue managers of the National Home for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers were in session last week, at the 
office of the Surgeon-General, in Washington. ‘There 
were present Chief-Justice Waite, General B. F. Butler, 
General J. H. Martindale of New York, ex-Gov. Smith 
of New Hampshire, the Hon. Lewis B. Gunckel of 
Ohio, Dr. E. B. Wolcott of Wisconsin, and General J. 
8S. Negley, of Pennsylvania. Reports showed that 
6,651 disabled soldiers were cared for during the past 
year, as follows: At the Central Branch, Dayton, Ohio, 
3,769; at the Eastern Branch, Augusta, Me., 1,024; at 
the North-Western Branch, Milwaukee, 987; at the 
Southern Branch, Hampton, Va., 87i1—being 592 more’ 
than were supported last year. New buildings have 
been erected during the past summer, enabling the 
managers to care for all deserving disabled soldiers 
who may apply for relief. These homes have now 
large, comfortable buildings, expensive and beautiful 

rounds, and chapels, shops, amusement halls, etc. 
The food furnished is of the best quality and ample 
quality, and yet the everage ration ot each man during 
the past year has been only 23 cents per day, and the 
average total expense of keeping each man $165 per 
year. 








SEVERAL cities, among them the cities of Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Rochester, N. Y., have already announced 





court: Captain Royal T. Frank; First Lieutenants 





days was Dec. 23 granted Colonel Jefferson C. Davis. 


James L. Sherman, Junius W. MacMurray, Robert H. 


their intention of ushering in the Centennial year with 
special ceremonies of bell-ringing, salates, etc. . 
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Tue report of Inspector-General Marcy touches 
on two subjects of great interest, one to officers, 
the other to enlisted men of the Army. The 
first is the employment of soldiers as servants for 
officers, where his remarks need no comment from us. 
Here he reiterates the recommendatién of last year’s 
report as follows: The employment of servants for 
officers stationed at remote military posts in the In- 
dian and mining districts of our country, is worthy 
of attention, and seems to demand early legislation. 
Section 14 of the act of July 15, 1870, makes it “un- 
lawful for any officer to use any enlisted man as 4 
servant in any case whatever. The officer must, 
therefore, when he cannot procure the services of a 
civilian, either feed, groom and attend to his own 
horse, cook his own meals, wash his own linen, black 
his own boots and perform all other necessary ser- 
vant’s work, which would leave him but little time 
to attend to the care of his men and other military 
duties, or he must take upon himself the consequen- 
ces of violating the law. 

“If deemed necessary, further arguments might be 
adduced to prove the expediency and, indeed, neces- 
sity for legislation, which will, under certain circum- 
stances and proper regulations, authorize the em- 
ployment of soldiers as servants by officers, as is now 
allowed in almost every other army where the neces- 
sity is not so urgent as ours.” 

The second recommendation concerns fa class of 
people deemed by some indispensable, by others 
quite the reverse. When we remember the deluge 
of communications that periodically pour into 
our office on the great subject of washing, we are 
strongly inclined to agree with General Marcey 
that the Army would be better off without its pres- 
ent allowance of iaundresses. On this subject the 
Inspector-General observes, and is sustained by the 


Secretary of War : 

The law of March 16, 1802, authorizes women (in number 
not exceeding four to a company) to accompany troops in 
he capacity of laundresses, and Army Regulations pre- 
scribe one laundress to every nineteen, or fraction of nine- 
teen enlisted men. Under existing Army organization up- 
wards of 1,300 laundresses are employed, and for all the 
work performed are amply compensated by the enlisted 
men. The aggregate cost to the Government for rations 
supplied these women is over $100,000 per annum, in addi- 
tion to which quarters and fuel are furnished them, and 
whenever the removal of troops becomes necessary it in- 
volves a large amount of transportation for the laundresses, 
averaging annually about $200,000. 

When troops serving in the field are eee ae | station, 
owing to the fact that these women and their children can- 
not be transported with them, they naturally suffer by 
being left at posts without their natural protectors, and 
often at places where they would not generally be entitled 
to rations, fucl and quarters. It has been found impossi- 
ble to supply laundresses with even habitable quarters at 
many stations, owing to limited appropriations made by 
Congress for barracks during the past three years. Con- 
siderable suffering has consequently been imposed upon 
these people. 

He calls to mind the fact that no army in Europe, 
save that of England, permits women with the 
camps, and recommends the probibition of enlist- 
ment of married men in the Army for the future, and 
the retirement, as fast as possible, of all the existing 
laundresses, and thedischarge of their husbands in 
such a manner that injustice may not be done, This 
change would involve a saving of $300,000 per an- 
num ; a matter for the consideration of Congress. 
Apart from the reason mentioned by General Marcy, 
there is one other which is equally plain. The pres- 
ence of women in an army in active service, as ours 
is on the plains, is an encumbrance, a hindrance, and 
a danger. 

In garrisons, while not so entirely objectionable, 
they do little good and much harm. Either they 
themselves must suffer from neglect, or discipline 
will suffer. Their services as laundresses could be 
easily spared, and the men could wash their own 
clothes, as they have to do in campaigning times. 
In civil life indispensable, in army life their presence 
never yet produced aught but harm in the aggregate. 
In this matter, while apparently of trifling impor 
ance, the Inspector-General has pointed out & real re- 
form which may well be adopted to the advantage 
of the Army every way, and if the Military Commit- 
tee will attend to the recommendations made, they 


will do substantial benefit to the service. 








“ SHERMAN’S HisTORICAL Rap,” by H. V. Boyn- 
ton, Wilstach, Baldwin and Co.—The delay in re- 
viewing this, the most notable of the documents in 
the great SHERMAN controversy, is due to the pub- 
lishers of the volume in question, of which a copy 
only reached us the present week. The first impres- 
sion produced by the book fo an inquirer searching 


atter the truth is decidedly one of disappointment. 
The closing sentence of the preface is very interest- 
ing as contiasted with the companion sentence from 
General SHzRMan’s preface, which is quoted at the 
head of that of Boynton. General SHERMAN says: 


What is now offered is not designed as a history of the 
war, or even as a complete account of all the incidents in 
which the writer bore a part ; but merely as his recollection 
of events, corrected by a reference to his own memoranda, 
which may assist the future historian when he comes to 
describe the whole, and account for the motives and reasons 
— influenced some of the actors in the grand drama of 

e war. 


General Bornton’s motive appears to be different, 
for he says: 


_ If these pages serve in any degree to correct error and do 
justice, where error uncorrected, and injustice done, affect 
the reputatious of men or officers, who, either in humble 
position or exalted station, freely periled their lives, or laid 
them down for the country, the object for which they have 
been written will be accomplished. 


It is not very hard to decide which motive of these 
two is likely to be the best justification to posterity 
for the sin of adding another book to overburdened 
literature. General SHERMAN, one of the principal 
figures of a great war, gives us his memoirs, and 
they possess an interest to us that no other man 
could give them, because they come from one of the 
great soldiers of the war. If Grant and SHERIDAN 
would do the same, every one ,would thank them— 
except, possibly, some subordinate who blundered at 
any time, 

Gen. BoynTon appears in a very different charac- 
ter, as the guardian of other people’s reputations 
without solicitation from them, and, if we must say 
it, something of the Don Quixote. The end was 
not sufficient, on his own showing, to justify the in- 
fliction of another book on American literature. A 
book on a book is generally tiresome, even when the 
book is a commentary on the Bible. The Boynton 
Review, admitting all its claims, is merely a series of 
contradictions of SHERMAN’s statements, founded on 
documents in the War Department, quoted in pas- 
sages that support the reviewer's side of the case. Of 
new facts, of materials for history, it presents not one, 
being devoted entirely to a barren controversy over 
the reputations of certain officers, living and dead. 
Had SHERMAN’s Memoirs never been written, the 
Boynton book would never have made its appear- 
ance, for the information it contains is of no interest 
to any one except violent partisans of the reputations 
defended, or personal enemies of SHERMAN. The 
most favorable review of its contents that has yet ap- 
peared is found in the International} Review, and ap 
pears to emanate from one of this class. The Nation 
critic dissects the dissector with a merciless scalpel, 
and the San Francisco Bulletin says of him: “‘ The 
pretended critic is a lawyer with a case—perhaps a 
subordinate with a grievance.” The only contribu- 
tions of any real value that; the controversy has as 
yet called forth are those of Generals W. F. Smita 
and KILPATRICK, the first in the Galazy , the latter 
now publishing in a series of letters in the New York 
Times. These officers contribute positive facts to his- 
tory by personal testimony, and if their example 
were followed, we should soen have no SHERMAN 
controversy. The criticisms and contradictions of 
all kinds t hat have poured in have, however, had one 
effect on General SHERMAN himself. He will shortly 
publish a second edition of his Memuirs, in which he 
intends to correct in foot notes all those errors of 
fact which he thinks may have been established 
against him by any of bis critics. A course like this 
shows remarkable fairness in a man in SHERMAN’s 
position, and it is to be hoped that it will give pause 
to the storm of abuse for a little while. 








A pespatcn from San Francisco announces that 
Brevet Brigadier-General Cuartes H. Morean, 
Major of the Fourth Artillery, died of apoplexy, on 
Saturday night, December 19th, at Alcatraz Island. 
He was seized with paralysis a few weeks since, 
while out hunting in the yacht Guide and re- 
turned to Alcatraz, where he died in a few days. 
General MorGan was an officer of high record and 
unusual ability, and one whose personal qualities 
secured the respect and affection of a large circle 
of friends. Graduated in 1857 from the Military 
Academy, he served in the Fourth Artillery until the 
war, which found him a First Lieutenant, and left 
him a Captain and Brevet Brigadier-General in the 
Army. As Chief ef Artillery of the Second Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, and subsequently as Assistant 





Inspector-General and Chief of Staft to General Han- 


cock, he established a reputation as a soldier, which, 
high as it was, was justly due to his able and con-. 
scientious service in a most important position.~ At — 
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville he commanded’ 
the Artillery of the 2d Corps; »t Gettysburg he won his 
brevet of major “for gal lant and meritorious services;”’ 
at Bristoe station the brevet of lieutenant-colonel; at, 
Spottsylvania that of colonel, while for gallant and 
distinguished services as Chief of Staff of the Second . 
Army Corps, during the campaign before Richmond 
he received, December 2, 1864, the brevet of Briga- 
dier-General U. S. Volunteers, which no man better 
deserved. The brevet of Brigadier-General, U. 8. 
Army, followed March 13, 1865. He had been fre- 
quently recommended during the war for promotion 
to the rank of Brigadier-General in the Volunteer 
forces in recognition of his distinguished services, 
and on the 25th May, 1865, that grade was conferred 
upon him, and he was assigued to the command of a 
brigade at Duvall’s Bluff, Ark. He remained in the 
volunteer service until Jan. 15, 1866. Wher the 
Army waa reorganized under the act of July 28, 
1866, General Morgan was selected from among the 
captaius of artillery for appointment to a majority in 
that arm as a reward for the able and valuable ser- 
vices he had rendered during the war. His appoint- 
ment as Major dated Feb. 5, 1867. Among other 
high qualities as an officer he was specially fitted for 
the performance of important staff duties, and in 
the capacity of chief of staff to an Army or corps 
commander, he had few if any superiors in our Ser- 
vice. .His death is a severe loss to the Army, and 
will be sincerely lamented by those now in service, 
as well as by the many warm friends with whom he 
served during our great war, and upon whom he im- 
pressed himself as a soldier of great ability, con- 
spicuous merit, apd distinguished valor. He was a 
son of Judge Lé Roy Morgan, ot Syracuse, N. Y., and 
was born at Manlius, N. Y., Nov. 6, 1834. He was 
a short time a law student, before his appointment 
as cadet, at the age of 19. He leaves a wife and six 
children. The Syracuse Standard says of him: “Gen- 
eral Morgan will be remembered by many of our 
citizens as a genial and sprightly youth, with a.smile 
and pleasant word for every one, and universally 
loved and admired.” 








[From the New York World.] 
REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 

Before the late rebellion, when there was no trans- 
continental iron road—the greatest of all Indian civili- 
zers—and when our frontier was almost barren of set- 
tlers, we had a field or actiye army of less than 15,000 
men, commanded by Major-General Winfield Scott. 
Unless it is to overawe the Southern States and to 
manufacture voters, there is no neceesity to-day for a 
standing army of 25,000 men, costing the tax-payers 
about $40,000,000 per annum. It should be reduced 
to at most 15,000 men. And with this reduction of 
the line of the Army; the entirely too large general 
staff, including the general officers, should be reduced. 
No better proof is wanted than that afforded by the 
number of officers on special or ‘‘ fancy” duties; ¢. 
g.:—If the Ordnance Corps can dispense with the le- 

itimate services of Major 8. C. Lyford, now on fancy 
Suty—doing comparatively nothing—with the Centen- 
nial Exposition at Philadelphia, then it logically fol- 
lows the Ordnance Corps is too large, and it should be 
reduced by the discharge of Major Lyford. If the 
Engineer Corps can dispense with the legitimate servi- 
ces uf Major O. E. Babcock, who has for several years 
been performing civilian duties as private secretary to 
the President, then the Engineer Corps is too large and 
should be reduced by the discharge of Major Babcock.- 
If the Quartermaster’s Department can get along with 
out the services of its head—General M. C. Meigs, now 
on special service in Europe—tben the Quartermas- 
ter’s Department is too large and should be reduced by 
the discharge of General Meigs. It is due this latter 
office, however, to say he was literally forced, against 
his will, from his legitimate duties and ordered to 
Europe, to make room for Colonel Rufe Ingalls—one 
of the military ring of Washington and crony of Ma- 
jor Babcock ; and we trust the resolutions introduced 
in the House by Smith Ely, wanting to know ‘‘ why 
General Meigs was ordered to Europe,” and ‘‘the list 
of claims in the Quartermaster-General’s office that 
have been allowed since General Meigs payptnne | va- 
cated that office,” will lead to a thorough investigation 
of those questionable military ring manipulations. 

With the army reduced to 15,000 men, necessitating 

but one major-general and four brigadiers for the gen- 
eral officers, aud giving the heads of all the staff de- 
partments tue rank and title of Colonel only, as was 
the case before the late war, we shal! save $20,000, 
yearly in the one item of Army expenditures alone, 
and our tax-oppressed fellow-citizens wil) have occa- 
sion to thank the present Democratic House of Repre- 
sentatives. A great responsibility rests particularly on 
the House Military Committee, who should, including 
even their Secretary, be gentlemen not only of military 
experience, but deaf, dumb and blind to the blandish- 
ments of the Whitelfouse military ring. 
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of officers or vessels, 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 
Tue Powhatan left New Castle Dec. 29 for Norfolk, 
a. 


Tue Intrepid arrived at New York Dec. 27 from 
Newport. 

THE coast survey steamer Bache left Bultimore Dec. 
28 for Norfolk, Va. 

THE sum of twenty thousand and three hundred dol- 
Jars was offered for the steamer Delaware, put up at 
auction at New York Dec. 28. 

Tue Despatch left Norfolk last Sunday for Baltimore, 


where she is to resume the duty of recruiting boys for 


the Navy. 

Tne Catskill left Washington on the 23d inst., for 
Norfolk, but in consequence of disabling one of her 
pumps off Alexandria bad to anchor until the necessary 
repairs could be made. 

From the Panama papers we learn that the flagship 
Richmond, United States Navy, South Atlantic station, 
sailed from Callao on the 27th November for Valpa- 
raisoand Talcahuano. 

Tue Aspinwall papers report that the United States 
steamer Pensacola, flagship of the North Pacific station, 
Rear Admiral Almy, was at Mazatlan when the Gran- 
ada touched there on her Jate trip from San Francisco. 
It was undecided whether the Pensacola would come 
to Panama or not. 


Tue Secretary of the Navy after a full and careful 
review of all the ale of the Court of Inquiry 
on the loss of the U. 8. steamer Saranac, has relieved 
Captain W. W. Queen, who had command at the time 
of responsibility for the loss of the vessel. 

Mason James Lewis, U. 8. M.C., is again under 
charges. He has been suspended from duty at Pensa- 
cola, where he had just reported, and the command of 
the barracks turned over to Lieut. C. L. Sherman, by 
— of Commodore Cooper, Commandunt of the sta- 

ion. 


A Navat General Court Martial has been ordered to 
convene at the Navy-Yard, Mare Island, on the 30th 
inst. for the trial of Boatswain John B. F. Langton. 
The following named officers com the court : Cap- 
tain Paul Shirley, Commander J. C. Watson, Lieuten- 
ant Commander H. Glass, Lieutenant E. 8. Houston, 
Master T. S. Phelps and Passed Assistant Paymaster 
Il. G. Colby. r 

ComMANDER A. P. Cooke, commanding the Swatara, 
reports the arrival of that vessel at Para, Brazil, Nov. 
30, and his intention to leave Dec. 3 for Port Royal, 8. 
C. A passage was offered in the vessel to any indigent 
citizens of the United States at that place who desired 
to return. Only one family of the kind was there, but 
the passage was declined. 

_ THe torpedo vessel Intrepid arrived at the New York 
Navy-yard on Monday, Dec. 27, and will, it is said, 
go into dock for a third change of screws. The speed 
of this vessel has not exceeded ten knots, and the 
average is nine knots per hour. Her pole torpedoes 
are, therefore, not likely to prove very formidable to 
anything but the fishes. Ten fast tugs would have 
— a much better investment of the money she has 
ost. 

_ Lievrenant Zera L. Tanner, U.S. Navy, recently 
in command of the Pacific Mail steamer Colon between 
this port and Aspinwall, left New York by the Pacific 
Railroad on Monday evening, to-assume ccmmand of 
the City of Peking, which sails next Tuesday from San 
Francisco. Captain Tanner has distinguished himself 
in the Mail Company’s service as an officer and seaman, 
and added to the excellent reputation he already 
possessed in the Navy. 

_ THE Tuscarora, Commander J. N. Miller command- 
ing, arrived at Honolulu Nov. 29, twenty-six days 
trom San Francisco. For four or five duys she had 
the N. E. winds, but afterwards met with calms. She 
will leave Honolulu Dec. 6 for Australia via the Fijees 
and Phoenix group, and expected to reach Brisbane by 
the middle of February. Commander Miller reports 
that from all the inquiry he has made, the kidnapping 
of natives in the South Sea Islands has been broken up 
by the English government. Captain Hayes, who has 
been engaged in the business for sometime, is said to 
have been arrested at the Ladrone Islands by the Span- 
ish authorities. 

Iris learned from Washington that upon the settle- 
ment of a report recently made by a prominent field ofti- 
cer of marines against General Zcilin, the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps, the latter will ask to be retired. 
As General Zeilin bas been in his present office over 
cleven years, and is nearly eight years beyond the re- 
tiring age of the Navy, the request will no doubt be 
granted, and the venerable General, who is now in his 
seventieth year, be released from the cares and annoy- 
ances of his widely extended command. It is also re- 
ported that Major Geo. R. Graham, lately in command 
of the Marines at Portsmouth, N. H., has asked to be 
retired on account of his health, which has become 
somewhat impaired. Major Graham was first commis- 
sioned during the Mexican war. 


_ THE storeship Supply went into commission at the 
Navy-Yard, New York, Dec. 28. She will saii shortly 
with supplies for the Mediterranean squadron. She 
will stop at Ville Franche and touch at several ports 
on the coast and pick up articles for the Centennial, 
amongst them works of art by American artists in 
ltaly. The cruise will be less than six months. Her 
otlicers are: Commander, G. W. Hayward, command- 
ing ; Lieutenant, H. E. Nichols, executive ; Lieutenant, 
W. H. Webb, navigator ; Ensigns, J. C. Cresap, A. 8. 
Freeman, B. F. Rhinehart, R. H. Galt, P. A. Sur- 


| Tne Hartford left New York on Tuesday, the 21st 
| inst., and arrived at Norfolk on the following Friday 
| morning after a pleasant passage. Admiral Mullany 
will transfer his flag from the Worcester to the Hartford 
on Monday, Jan. 3. All of his staff except Paymaster 
F. H. Swan, will go with him. Pay Inspector Ed- 
ward May, will be fleet paymaster, and Brevet Lieut. 
Colonel Chas. Haywood, U.S. M. C., will relieve Capt. 
Fagan, who will probably go to the Worcester for the 
present. The Worcester, Hartford, Huronand Plymouth 
are lying near the farewell buoy and present ‘a highly 
varied appearance. The latter has nm painted as 
many colors as Joseph’s coat, with scenery on each 
a. still much of her natural beauty remains. The 

fartford hes a broad white streak from stem to stern, 
which looks old-fashioned and Nantucket like, and 
leaves the Worcester the most modern, distingué, and 
tastefully painted of the fleet. It is to be regretted 
that this fine ship is so rotten as to be incapable of 
further sea-service without extensive and costly re- 
pairs. 

THERE seems to be considerable treuble at the Naval 
Academy <n enforcing the regulations prohibiting the 
cadets from smoking, or, at least, the cadets themselves 
exhibit a little restlessness under, and occasionally 
there is an exhibition of resistance to it. But the de- 
termined stand taken by the Superintendent in this 
matter, supported by the Navy Department ought to 
satisfy the young gentlemen of the folly «f indulging 
or attempting to indulge in the forbidden practice. 
The penalty is dismissal, and it can scarcely be con- 
ceived that any one of them would be willing to sacri- 
fice a position obtained with such difficulty and so 
highly prized fer the sake of gratifying a taste which 
is both expensive and injurious. he Superintendent, 
unwilling to enforce the regulation against smoking, 
if the interests of the students did not demand it, al- 
though he himself might be fully convinced of the im- 
propriety, in many respects, of allowing a free use of 
tobacco, appointed a medical board to examine into 
the subject and give their opinion on it. 

REAR ADMIRAL REYN@LDSs, commanding the Asiatic 
station, in a despatch dated Oct. 30, reportsthe Zen- 
nessee at Amoy. Lieutenant Lyon, aid to the Admiral, 
was sent on shore to call on the Tao-tai, with the usual 
compliments, and extend him an invitation to visit the 
ship, but as she was at anchor in the bay below the 
town, the invitation was declined, the vessel being be- 
yond his limits. His representative, however, came 
on board in the Admiral’s barge and made a long visit, 
during which he manifested great interest in every- 
thing he saw. The Zennessee was also visited by Rev. 
Mr. Talmadge, Rev. Mr. Kip and Rev. Mr. Rapalje, 
missionaries from the United States at Amoy. Admi- 
ral Reynolds, in a later despatch, Nov. 7, reports the 
quubeal of the Zennessee at Wusung, the anchorage be- 
low Shanghai, and expected to go to the latter place. 
The Monocacy was ordered to Tien-tsin for the winter, 
and the Ashuelot and Palos were under repairs at 
Shanghai. The Kearsarge and Yantic would be at 
Nagasaki by the middle of December. The Saco was 
at Nagasaki. From Shanghai the Zennessee was going 
to Nagasaki and Yokohama. 

Tue Naval General Court-martial, of which Captain 
Edward Barrett was presiding officer, was dis- 
solved December 20. On the morning of December 
14 the Plymouth left the Navy-yard and proceeded to 
the anchorage, under sail, a thing which has not been 
attempted by any naval vessel since the Macedonian 
came down ten yearsago. The Plymeuth is the first 
steam vessel that ever attempted to execute this move- 
ment, and it was the general opinion that she would 
have to resort to a tow. She got underway early under 
all sail, royals and courses. The channel was obstructed 
in its narrowest part by a schooner, but by proper 
handling of the ship she passed the schooner safely, 
came to the wind, shot ahead of the Worcester, and 
**clewed up of all.” Not only were the banks of the 
river thronged with observers, but also a steamer with 
many ladies and gentlemen followed the ship down, 
all of whom were unanimous in their opinion that it 
was one of the most beautiful sights they had ever 
seen. Takiog in consideration that but a third of the 
Plymouth’s old crew remains on board, and that the 
balance, save fifty of the Canandaigua, are new men, 
the manceuvre, though well performed, was a risky 
one. Most of the petty officers are men of Captain 
Barrett’s own selection. The squadron will probably 
remain at Norlolk for two or three weeks, where they 
will assume the annoying duty of towing the monitors 
to Port Royal, where it is probable the fleet will rendez- 
vous by January 15. 

A LARGE company gatheréd at the Brooklyn Navy- 
ard, on Thursday, December 30, to witness the 
aunching of the 7renton, which was to have taken 
place at flood tide, ten o’clock, of thatday. Miss 
Parker, daughter of ex-Governor Parker, of New 

Jersey, was to christen the vessel, and shortly before 
ten o’clock she took her station with Commander 
Meade, who was in command, but whether the vessel 
was unwilling to disturb the captain’s pleasant écté-a- 
teté, or for some other cause, she stnck to the ways and 
moved so slowly that, at the end of two hours, she had 
advanced only five or six feet, and the launch 
was reluctantly postponed. The Trenton is a 
wooden vessel, buiit entirely of live oak, and armed 
with a ram sixteen feet in length and of terrible strengta. | 
With the exception of the prow, which will be covered | 
with metal weighing many tons, there will be no 
armor-plating. Her keel was laid on the 28th of; 
October, 1873, but comparatively little progress was 
made in her construction uniil last July, when a full 
force of men was put to work on her under the direc- 











it is expected she will steam twelve or thirteen knots 
an hour without any difficulty. She will be armed 
with twenty-four 11-inch pivot guns for the under 
decks, while on the spar deck will be located two 200 
pound rifle guns. Her decks will be three in number, 
with an average height of seven feet each. It is pro- 
bable that her destination will be either the Atlantic or 
the Mediterranean squadron. The work of fitting her 
out for service will go on now actively, and she will 
be ready to. go into commission probably by next 
April. 

GEORGE Walter Roche, P. A. Engineer, U. 8. Navy, 
on the Saugus, writing from Pensacola Bay, Florida, 
under date of December 17, says: ‘‘ Last night we had 
a thunder and lightning storm, and afterwards a heavy 
blow from the N .E. It rained for awhile furiously. 
About a quarter of 11 o’clock I thought I would look 
out and see what sort of a night we were to have, and 
then retire. This, of course, was on board. As it 
was raining at the time, I walked under the lee of the 
smoke-pipe, on the hurricane deck, when immediately 
I thought 1 heard from the mist cf the gloom calls for 
help. To reassure myself I called the man on watch 
to listen, when a man’s voice could be heard, though 
not what he said I immediately had a boat lowered, 
and with two firemen and two seamen went in search 
of the poor fellow, following the direction of the 
sound of the voice. After about fifteen minutes’ pull 
against wind and tide I came up with two men in a 
skiff, who had. been dumped overboard from a sloop 
that had capsized about four miles up the bay away 
from us. One of the men was in the greatest distress 
about his brother, who at the time of the accident was 
asleep in the cabin of the vessel. He and the man 
with him had returned in the skiff and called his 
brother, but got no answer, and they concluded to go 
away from the vessel and trust to the skiff to procure 
help. I took them aboard of the Saugus, but not feel- 
ing satisfied about the fate of tie other brother, went 
to the forward part of our deck and listened. ‘To my 
great satisfaction, I heard the indistinct calls of some 
one in distress, and immediately got the men into the 
boat again and pulled for the voice. After three- 
quarters of an hour, or perhaps more, we rescued him 
from the bottom of his sloop, which had turned turtle. 
He was very cold and wet. He was in the cabin when 
his brother called his name, but could not make him 
cognizant of the fact. When we started the last time 
the brother I had taken on board asked as a favor to 
be allowed to go with us and I told him. to get into the 
boat. The meeting of these two poor fellows was 
truly affecting, each thinking that the other was dead. 
I took the party aboard the Saugus and had a fire made 
to dry their clothes and warm them; the men mean- 
while provided them with dry working clothes. Now 
it seemed almost providential, for 1 was just going to 
turn in, but thought I would take a look around before 
doing so.” 

BrEForE a Naval General Court-martial, convened on 
board the U. S. flagship Worcester, John Kirby, ordi- 
nary seaman, U. 3S. flagship Worcester, was found 
guilty of being witness to, and present at an assault 
upon his superior officer, and not doing his utmost to 
suppress it, and sentenced, ‘‘To be confined at hard 
labor for five years, at the end of that time to be dis- 
honorabiy discharged from the Naval Service of the 
United States. To lose all pay that may become due 
him during his term of confinement, amounting to 
$1,050.” Francis Goater, landsman, U. 8. flagship 
Worcester, was found guilty of, ‘‘ being witness to, and 
present at an assault upon his superior officer, and not 
doing his utmost to suppress it;” ‘‘knowing of an 
intended assault upon his superior officer, and not 
forthwith communicating it to his superior or com- 
manding officer,” and sentenced, ‘‘To be confined at 
hard labor for five years. To forfeit all pay that may 
become due him during that time, amounting to $930, 
at the end of said term of confinement to be dishonor- 
honorably discharged. Dennis Keeliher, captain 
maintop U. 8. flagship Worcester, found guilty of, 
“assaulting with a deadly weapon another person in 
the Navy,” and sentenced, ‘* To be disrated to seaman, 
and to be confined for one year, To lose all pay that 
may become due him during the said term, amounting 
to $258.” Daniel Murphy, landsman, U. S. flagship 
Worcester, was acquitted of the seme charges. The 
commander-in-chiet having considered the sentence 
awarded by the court in this case to be inadequate to 
the very grave offence of which Dennis Keeliher was 
found guilty, and the sentence not being, in his opinion, 
in accordance with section 51 of the articles for the 
better goverament of the Navy, returned the case to 
the court for further consideration. The court ad- 
hering to their decision, the proceedings, finding and 
sentence are approved only because the accused wouid 
otuerwise go wholly without punishment. In approv- 
ing the sentences of the court in the cases of those 
concerned in the assault on Master George A. Calhoun, 
the commander-in-chief desires to call attention to the 
dastardly nature of the offence, which, he feels sure, 
every one imbued with the least spirit of manliness, 
will condemn as heartily «ws bimself. An attack so 
cowardly and disgraceful in all its features is one he 
would have hitherto deremed impossible with the crew 
of any vessel in the squadron. He trasts that this will 
prove the only exception to that general goud conduct 
and spirit of subordination for which they have hereto- 
fore been distinguished. (G. O. No. 26, North Atlantic 
Stution, December 20, 1875.) 
Navy Drepar?PMENT, / 

WASHINGTON, Devember 15, 1875. § 
General Order No. 196 
I. Section 138, Chapter LV., of the ‘‘ Orders, Regu- 


tion of Mr. Samuel H. Pook, the naval constructor. | lations and Instructions for the Administration of Law 
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and Justice in the United States Navy,” promulgated 
April 15, 1870, is hereby modified so as to read as fol- 
lows, viz.: 

No person in the Navy shall be tried and sentenced 
by a Court-martial for any crime or oftence which sh Il 
appear to have been known to the authority convening 
the Court three years before the issuing of the order 
convening the Court. 

_ 11. Whenever any person, convicted by Court-mar- 
tial, shall be sentenced for any period exceeding ten 
days to confinement on diminished rations, or on bread 
und water, there must appear on the face of the record 
of the proceedings the certificate of the senior medical 
officer present, to the effect that such sentence will not 
be seriously injurious to the health of the accused. 

III. In every sentence of confinement with loss of 
pay avd dismissal from the Service, it must be pro- 
vided that a sum not less than twenty dollars shall be 
paid to the offender on his discharge from imprison- 
ment, Gro. M. Roneson, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
= 


Navy DEPARTMENT, ) 
Wasuineton, December 24, 1875. § 


General Order No. 197. 

Hereafter it shall be the duty of the commanding 
officer of every vessel of the Navy to appoint a board, 
consisting of at Jeast three officers attached to the ship, 
whose duty it shall be to inform themselves, as fully 
as possible, of the previous Naval history of the gen- 
eral-service men of the ship, and their general charac- 
ter, ability, and fitness, and to make recommendations, 
signed by themselves and entered upon the loy-book of 
the ship, as to the ratings of the general-service men; 
and the ratings and disratings of general-service 
men shall be made by the commanding officer 1n view 
of such recommendation; and when, in his opinion, it 
shall be for the interests or discipline of the service to 
disregard such recommendation in any particular case, 
or to rate or disrate any man, independently of, or con- 
trary to the same, he shall enter the fact, together with 
his reasons for acting in disregard of such recommenda- 
tion, upon the log-book of the ship, over his own 
signature, 

This Order supersedes the Circular of the Bureau of 
Equipment and Recruiting dated Oct. 6, 1875. 

Gro. M. Rozeson, Secretary of the Navy. 








NAVY GAZETTE, 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


Chief Engineer E. B, Latch, as member of the Board of Ex 
aminers, in addition to his present duties. 
Lieutenant-Commander D. C. Woodrow, to take charge of a 
draft of men to Pensacola, Fla., and for service afloat. 
DECEMBER 23.—Lieutenant-Commander Edwin T. Woodward, 
to the Vandalia, as executive, on the 10th January next. 
Ensigns Oren E. Lasher, Frank A. Wilner, Ten Eyck D. W. 
Veeder, and 8S. W. B. Diehl; Passed Assistant Paymaster J. Por- 
ter Loomis, Gunner Samuel D. Hines, and Acting Carpenter 
Solon H, Maloon, to the Vandalia on the 10th January next. 
DECEMBER 24.—Surgeon E. D. Payne, to the Vandalia on the 
10th Jonnaty next. 
Chaplain Wesley O. Holway, to the Hartford. 
DecgeMBER 27.—Ensign M. A. Shufeldt, to the Marion on the 
2d January. 
Ensign Alfred Reynolds, to the Saugus. 
. — Assistant Surgeon Homer L. Law, to the receiving ship 
abine. 
DEcEMBER 29.—Commander Albert Kautz, as light house in- 
spector of the Fourteenth District. 
Ensigns Wm. P. Halsey and E. B. Underwood, to special duty 
in charge of draft of men and for duty afloat. - 


DETACHED, 


DecEMBER 23.—Lieutenant-Commander John McGowan, Jr. 
reports his detachment from the Juniata, European Station, on 
the 29th ultimo, by Rear-Admiral Worden, and has been granted 
permission to remain in Europe. 

Lieutenant Henry O. Handy, from the Coast Survey, on the 
“- inst., and sowed 3° he Senaane on the 10th January next. 

ieutenant Francis M. Barber, from special duty, an 
to the Vandalia on the 10 January next. . ide ea 

Master John W. Danenhower, from the Colorado on the 3ist 
inst., and ordered te the Vandalia on the 10th January next. 

Boatswain John Hall, from the Navy-yard, Boston, on the 31st 
inst., and ordered to the Vandalia on the 10th January next. 

DEcEMBER %4.—Lientenant Edward T. Strong, from the 








Wabash on the Sist inst., and ordered to the Vandalia on the 
10th January next. 

Lieutenant Wm. A. Hadden, from the Alarm, and ordered to 
the Vandalia on the 10th January next, 

Lieutorant H G O. Colby has reported his return home, hav- 
ing been detached from the Tenneseee, Asiatic Station, on the 
luth October Inst, and has heen placed on sick leave. 

Assistant Surgeon George C. Lippincott, from the Naval Hos- 
pital, Chelsea, Mase , on the 3ist inst., and ordered to the Van- 
dalia on the 10th ——— next. 

DECEMBER 27.--Passed Assistant Surgecn John F. Bransford, 
from especial duty, and ordered to the Naval Hospital, Chelsea, 
on the 5th January next. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon W. B. Davis, from the receiving 
ship Sabine, and placed on waiting orders. 

Chief Engineer A. J. Xiersted, from duty as president of the 
Board of Examining Engineers, and ordered to the Vandalia. 

DECEMBER 29.—Lievtenant Charles H. Rockwell, from light- 
house duty, of the Fourteenth District, on the reporting of his 
relief, and placed cn waiting orders 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Medical Inspector Wm. M. King, at the Navy-yard, Norfolk, 
forone month from the 2d January next. 
ORDERS REVOKED. 
The orders of Chief Engineer John H. Long to the Vandailia, 
and to resume duties at the Morgan Iron Works at New York. 
ORDERS MODIFIED. 


The orders of Chief Engineer Wm. G. Buehler have been so 
far modified that he will report for duty in connection with con- 
struction of machinery at the Quintard and Continental Iron 
Works at New York. " 





LIST OF DEATHS 
1n the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending December 27, 1875: 
oo Roper, first class fireman, December 20, Naval Hospital, 
Norfolk, Va. 








Tue reports of the survey of the Lower California 
Peninsula, recently made by the United States steamer 
Narragansett, contain many interesting facts relative 
to that country. Assistant Surgeon Thomas N. 
Streets, United States Navy, who had charge of the 

ecological portion of the work, in his report refers at 
ength to the geological formation ef the peninsula and 
neighboring islands, mineral products, etc., and says 
he found on San Josef Island, in the Gulf of Califor- 
nia, fossil marine shells imbedded in akind of calcare- 
ous sand rock on the mountains at least 1,000 feet 
above the present sea-level. The identity of these 
fossils with the species now existing in the surround- 
ing water is very evident. He says: ‘‘ If all this land, 


the coast, and the Gulf of California itself, with its 
whales, sharks, swordfish, saw-fish, skates, 
and countless multitudes of svals, while iy number * 
and variety of smaller fi-h is wonderful. The lower 

organizations are represented by forms of rarest size 
and beauty. Magnificent shell-, too, are found on the 
coast, and would well repay the research of the con- 
chologist.” He refers at some length to the condition 
of the settlements, industrial pursuits, w gs paid for 
labor, ete., and in concluding his report says: ‘‘ Thus 
we find the State of Lower California almost as us known 
to us as the wildsof Africa, but alike fuil of interest to 
the botanist, the zoologist, and the chemist; alike fall 
of promise to the merchant and the farmer, Immensely 
rich in fisheries, in pearls, in minerals, and in native 
products, it is very probable that at no distant future 





Lower California will become an integral ion of 
our Union. A thorough knowledge of its characteris- 
tics is therefore desirable. The study and research ne- 
cessarv to acquire it should be intrusted to a special 
commission of men of acknowledged eminence in the 
departments of botany, zoology, and mineralogy. The 
results of their labor would be of the utmost import- 
ance to science and of material benefit to the commu- 
nity at large, new roads of commerce and wealth 
would be opened, an. science would be enriched by 
important and interesting disc veries.” 








Tur Broad Arrow congratulutes England on the 
fact that in the Shannon, just launched, they have 
for £240,000 obtained as good an ironclad as the 
Turks have secured in the Mendonhujé, also just 
launched for £350,000. The unarmored ship cost 
£267,000, the comparatively unprotected Achilles 
class £450,000 a piece, and the wooden ironclad com- 
panions of the Prince Consort class £250,000 each. Mr. 
Barnaby, the Director of Naval Construction, stated 
that the Shannon will be as unassailable as the Her- 
cules or Sultan, and that he should pit her against 
the Swifteure and Triumph ; although the cost would 
stand in the ratio of 68 for the Swiftsure to 54 for 
the Shannon. Two such ships as the Shannon can be 
built at the same outlay as for one Akawandra, The 
armor protection of the Shannon is arranged in the 
most singular manner; there being no other speci- 
men of the kind afloat, The armor-plated belt ex- 





extending far up into Alta California, was sunk 1,000 
or 1,500 feet below its present level, it would nolonger 
be a peninsula, but an archipelago of islands. This 
was undoubtedly the exact position of things at the’ 
commencement of the post pliocene epoch. ‘The high} 
mountainous land at the southern extremity of the} 
peninsula formed one large island separate from the 
rest.” Referring to the mineral wealth of the penin- 
sula, he says: ‘‘ The silver-bearing veins of Triunfo are 
two in number, and they run in a converging direc- 
tion, northerly and easterly. Thecopper mine of Pur- 
gatorio and Providencia, are being very actively 
worked at present and yielding large quantities of 
very rich ore. Another source of weaith are the 
Guano Islands, and of these the principal is Isla Raza. 
Assistant Surgeon Edward Evers, of the United States 
Navy, also submits a report upon mineralogy, botany, 
salt deposits, etc. He says: ‘‘ The mineral wealth of 
Lower California is wonderful, and embraces rich de- 
posits of silver, gold, iron, copper, antimony, alabas- 
ter, etc. Traces of silver are found almost everywhere, | 
and though few of the mines are worked they are nu- 
merous and rich.” How wonderfully productive all 
these mines would become in the hands of an ener- 
getic and enterprising people, sure in the protection of 
a good Government! But the want of security to 
capital, and the covsequent want of protection to labor, 
is the great curse of that country. He refers to the 
botany of the peninsula, which has not yet been ex- 
amined, and says: ‘‘ No doubt a thorough examination 
of the interior would enrich the science of botany by 
many a valuable and interesting discovery. Nor is 
the zoology of the country less worthy of study. The 











same applies still more to its birds, but the field of 
greatest interest is the sea in the immediate vicinity of 
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tends from right aft to about sixty feet from the bow, 
and at that point a transverse armor-plated bulkhead 
extends to some feet above the upper deck. All the 
guns are fought abaft this bulkhead, which therefore 
protects them from raking fire. Above the upper 
deck the sides are armor-plated fora sufficient dis- 
tance abaft the armored bulkhead to protect two 18- 
ton guns, which may be fired right ahead or the 
broadside. On the foreside of tue armor-plated bulk- 
head, a 3-inch armored deck is laid at five feet below 
the water-line, the space between that deck and the 
main deck being filled in with about 100 tons of coals, 
When the coals are consumed, the ship can be kept 
to her trim by filling this space with water. The 
whole length of the main deck abaft the bulkhead 
is covered with 11-2 inch iron plates. The armor- 
plating in the belt at the water line is 9 inches thiok 
and 6 inches thick above; the teak backing being 
10 inches and 13 inches thick respectively. The ar- 
mor-plating on the bulkhead will be nine inches and 
eight inches thick, and the backing teninches. The 
armament will consist of nine 18-ton guns and six 
Gatling guns. Tue indicated horse-power is ex- 
pected to be 3500, which will give a speed of about 
thirteen knots) The total quantity ot coals carried 
will be about 280 tons. 


Tur Baltimore ‘‘ Underwriter,” a leading insurance paper, 
states that the St. Louis Mutual, alias Mound City, alias St. 
Louis Life, 1s about to trausfer to the Life Association of 
America. Tuis company is certainly progressive, whatever 
the policy holders may say. 
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AJAX, B.--e eee esses 4th 2) 550/Lt.-Comdr. Geo. E.Wingately, A. Station, Pensacola. | Nina, s...... sipaseaal 4h] +4| 306|Mate J. H. Brown.......... Torpedo-boat, Newport, R. I. 
Alaska, 8......-.. - 2nd) 12:1122\Capt. A. A. Semmes. ..../Kuropean Station, Lisbon. gC Sees @nd| 12'1122\Capt. Edw. Simpson... ... 3. P. Sta., Panama. 
Alert, 6......-.....-.. 3rd, 6) 640\Comdr. J. D. Marvin..... .'Spec, Serv., Philadelphia. {i See 4th) 3 701 Lt.-Comdr. Edw. 8. Keyser|Stureship, 8 ¥. Sta., Callao, Peru. 
Alarm, 8......... +++. 4th 1) 400/Lieut -Comdr. W, B. Hoff. .|Torpedo boat, New York. Ossipee, 8........... aid) 8 828'Vomdr. 5. L. Breese....... N. A. Sta., Barbadoes. 
Ashuelot, p..... ....|3rd\_ 6) 786\Comdr, Edm. O, Matthews |Asiatic Station, Nagasaki.  — eeesaenrr 3rd| 2) 872) Lieut. John K. Wina...... N. A. Sta., Port Royal, 8. C. 
Brooklyn, 8.......... 2nd) 2 /2000/Capt. John H. Upshur.... |Flag-s., 8. A. Sta., Rio Janeiro. | PRIOR, B..000ccccsceee 4th, *6. 306 Lt.-Comdr. W. R. Badgmau!} Asiatic sta.. Shangaal. 
CANONICUS, 8 ....... 4th) 22) 650\Comdr. Chas. A. Bubcock..|N. A. Sta., New Orleans. | Pensacola, 8..... .... Ind! 222000 | Capt. Bancroft Gherardi, |Flig-s., N. P. Sta, Mazatlan, Mex. 
CaTSKILL, 8......... 4th) 2) 496)omdr. Henry Wilsun..... Spec. Serv., Norfolk. PRIDE, Bee.coacsossae 4th! | 317 Mate Benj. G. Petry....... | Pug, New York. 
Congress, 8.......... 2nd’ 16/2000\Capt. Kar] Knylish......... Kur. Sta., Villefranche. i} Pinta, £......... weee/4th! 2! 806)/Lt.-Comdr. N. Mayo Dyer..|N. A. Sta., Port Royal, 8. C. 
Colorado, 8......... Ist) 46)3032/Capt. John L. Davis..... . Sho e Sta., New York. || Plymonth, 8.......... lgnd| 12,1122. Capt Edward Barrett...... |N. A. St., Norfuik. 
Constellation, ........ 3rd 101236\Comdr. Edward Terry ...../Spec. Serv., Annapolis, Md. || Portsmouth... . ...\grq\ 14} 846Comdr, Siles Casey, Jr.....\N. P. Sta., Mare ‘sland, Cal. 
Dale. we ereee worsens 8rd 8) 82u, Lt.-Comd’r Merrill Miller..|Aunapolis, Naval Academy. {| Powhatan, p......... gud) 17\2182'Capt. James H. Jouett..... Spec. Serv., Philadelphia. 
Despatch, 8.......... 4th 4 730\Comdr. Fredk. Rodgers....!4pec. Serv., Philadelphia. 1] POLOMAC... 2. .s0cceee- 3rd 22/1475 Comdr. H. A. Adama, Jr...|Receiving Ship, Puiladelphia. 
DICTATOR, 8.......... 2nd 21750\Comdr. R. L. Law.........|N. A. Sta.. Port Royal, 8. C. | ME nao 5s sccess cess 14th! 2] 468/Lieut. E. D. Taussiy. ...... tteceiving Ship, Washington. 
Fortune, 8........... 4th 2) 206\Comdr. Fred. K. Smith....'Tug Pensacola. 1} Hescue, 8......++++4. |4th 111 Mate Samuel Lomax....... Fire Tag, Washington. 
Franklin, 8.... -» Ist 39,3173|\Cupt. Saml. R. Franklin ..|/Flag-s., Eur. Sta., Villefranche. i! Kichmond, &........./Qnd_ 14/2000/Capt. Philip C. Johnson... |Hlay-s. 5. P. Sta., at sea. 
Frolic 8......-....... 4th 8) 614/Lieut. W. C. Gibson......./S, A. Sta., Montevideo, |! Rio Bravo, 8.......... Lt.-Comdr. D. W. C. Kells.|3pec. Serv., Rio Grande. 
Gettysburg, p........ 4th *2) 518|Lt.-Comdr. F. M. Green... Spec. Serv., Havana. H) BREG Bikes cssecoces | 4th 62|Mate John Oden'dhal..... ug, Peusacola. 
Hartford, s. ......... 2nd 182000. Capt. Stephen B. Luce. ....\New York, ordered to Asiatic Ste. || 
Huron, &..........- . 3ra_ 4) 450; Comdr. ©. C. Carpenter .'Spec. Serv., Philadelphia. | SAUGUS, B.........006 4th’ 2| 550 Lt.-Comdr. Jos. B. Coghlan|N. A. Sta., Pensacola. 
Independence........ 8rd’ 22:1891'/Capt. Thos. Pattison....... Receiving Ship, Mare Island, Cal. 1) WRBRAEisccccsee se. 8rd) 3] 410\Comdr. Chas. J. McDougal Asiatic Sia., Yokohama. 
Intrepid, 8............ 4th —| 330/\Comdr. C. L. Huntington..|1 ug, Newport. H EN sh oxeSacelcoea’ 3rd) 29/1475. Comdr. A. R. Yates .. ....|Receiving Ship, Portsmouth, N.W 
Juniata, &......-.0+. 8rd 8, 8z8,\Comdr. S. Dana Greene. ...|Eur. Sta., Lisbon. || Santee ....-..------ -| 3rd) 48|1475|Lt.-Comdr. Merrill Miller. .|Gunnery Snip, Naval Academy. 
Kearearge, 8........./3rd 6 695;Comdr. F. V. McNair. ....|Asiatic Sta. Nagasaki. || Shawmut, 8......... -|8rd| 3] 41u/Comdr. G. C. Wiltse....... N. A. Sta., Key West. 
Lackawanna, 8....... 10, 1026'Comdr. James A. Greer..../N, P, Sta.,; Mare Island, Cal. || Speedwell, s......... | 4uh! 306 Lieut. ‘i’. M. Garduer...... |Log, Portsmouth, N. H. 
LEHIGH,S.........-.. 4th 2 496|Comde. G. A. Stevens...../Spec. Serv., Nerfolk. |) MCR ven ascosese \Srd| 46| 431|Comdr. Byron Wilson..... Receiving Ship, League Island, Pa. 
i 1] Bt. MGPY8......0+00+- \3rd\ 16 766 Comdr. Robt. L. Phythian.|School Ship, New York, 
MAHOPOC, &....... 4th 2 550\Lieut. Geo. R. Durand.....|N. A. Sta., Pensacola. || Swatara, 8........... lard) 8| 910\Comdr. A. P. Cooke........ Spec. Serv., en route to Port Royal 
MANHATTAN, 8....... 4th 2) 550|Lieut. Jas. A. Chesley...... |N. A. Sta.. Pensacola. |, Tallapoosa, p........ |4th| #2) 650 Lieut. D. G. McKitchie.. .|Spec. Serv., Philadelphia. 
Marion, 8......-..... 3rd 8) 910\Comdr. R. F. Bradford .../Spec. Serv., Portsmouth, N, H. Tennessee, 8.........| Qnd\ 23)/2135\Capt. W. W. Low.......... Asiatic Sta., Woosung, China. 
Mayflower, 6........./4th| 2) B06) .o.scce. . scecscessces ace "rug, Philadelphia. MME Bess 6s0asa23 4th| *2) 306 Mate Lewis @. Cook....... Teg, Anmapette Md. 
Michigan, p.... ..... 8rd *8) 450\Comdr. J. H. Gillis ... .../Spec. Sery,,; Marquette. | Tuscarora, 8......... 8rd| 6| 726|Comdr. Jos. N. Miller...... N. P. Sta., Honolulu. 
Minnesota, 8......... Ist) 46/3000/Captain A. W. Johnson..:.|Flag-s., New York. | Wasp, p.....0+--eeses 4th| 1| 365,Comdr. Wm. A. Kirkland..|S. A. Sta , Montevideo, 
MONTAUK, 8......... 4th 2 496;Comdr. E. P. McUrea..... ‘Spec. Serv., Norfolk. 1} Wabash, 8...:....000. ist) 45)30u0|\Capt. Ralph Chandler...... Recviving-ship, Bosten. 
Monocacy, p......... ard 6) 747/Comdr. Joseph P. Fyffe.... Asiatic Sta., Tientsin. |. Worcester, #......... 2nd! 15)20u0 Capt. W. D. Whiting....... Flag-s., N. A. Sta., Norfolk, Va. 
Monongahela, s..... 2nd) 11) 960\Capt. Lewis A. Kimberly..|3. A. Sta., Kio de Janeiro. 1] Yantic, 6.......00-+0- fard| 3) 410\Comdr. Roht. F. R. Lewis. |Asiatic Sta., Yokohama, 
Wew Hampshire...... 2na_15260'Comdr. Chas. H. Cushman.'Receiving Ship, Norfolk. ul RS. 





* Battery of Howitzers. 


Iron-clads in SMALL CAPS, _ Wooden sailing vessels in italics. aos 


indicates a propeller; p. a side wheel steamer, 
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Official and other Documents furnished by him. 


By THOMAS B., VAN HORNE, U. &. A. 
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CAMPAIGN AND BATTLE MAPS, 
COMPILED BY 
EDWARD RUGER, 


LATE SUPERINTENDENT TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEER OFFICE, 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND. 


1. Map of the Operations of the Armies of the Cum- 
berland and Ohio, while commanded respectively by 
Generals Anderson, Sherman, and Buell. 2. The Bat- 
tle-field of Logan's Cross-roads, or Mull Springs. 3. 
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reparation of his work. First of allis the fact that Gen : 
Tnomas personally requested him to write it, in the emphatic many of our present Army officers, especially those 
words : P 5 ioe , 
ceived opinions, and you must fortify yourself.’ This commis. retired, for civilian officers of the Government, would 
sion, te those who knew the cautious and conservative Thomas | be af economical advantage, but the writer 
when alive, carries with it great weight as to the capacity of the| ~ . ; a . ; 
author for the tssk, for Thomas was by no means one to bestow | fails to shuw the Saving in the Army itself. His 
such entire confidence without full caperquse of a man’s charac- 
ter. Theresult is a very careful and e 
may almost be said to be the product of Thomas’ own 
U.S. Army and Navy Journal. 


fol, thorough, and va 
of the rebellion which has yet been written.”— Pp ladelphia 
American and Gazette. 


ing the Lines of Intrenchment made, and the Routes 
followed by United States Forces under General Hal- 


8. The Battle-field of Chicha- 
9. The Chattanooga and East Tennessee 
Campaigns in conjunction. 10. The Battle-field of 
Chattanooga. 11-15. The First, Second, Third, 
Fourth, and Fifth Epochs of the Atlanta Campaign. 
16. The operations conducted pursuant to the orders 
of Major-General George H. Thomas subscquent to the 
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Its Organization, Campaigns, and Battles; written at 
the request of Major-General Gzorce H. THomas, 


chiefly from his Private Military Journal and] | 106 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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ARMY REDUCTION. 


he SPRINGER resolutions, which we referred to 
last week, do not seem as yet to have been 
accepted by the world of politics with the enthu- 
siasm which would be naturally pleasant to their 
originator. Their effect on the press is somewhat 
peculiar. The New York Sun, which gave rise to 
the present unreasonable reduction cry, has suddenly 
turned round in its tracks, as if affrighted at the 
monster of its own creation, and devotes a column 
and a half to a scheme for keeping all the regiments 








now in service, but reducing them to 250 men each, 





Atlanta Campaign. 17. The Battle-field in front of 
Franklin, Tenn. 18. The Battle-field in front of N; ash- 
ville. 19. Selma, Alabama, and its Defences. 20. 
The Marches of the United States Forces, under Gene- 
ral Sherman, during the Campaigns of Georgia and 


N.C. 22. Map exhibiting all the Campaigns in which 
the Army of the Cumberland took part during the 
War of the Rebellion. 


TWO VOLUMES AND ATLAS. 











Price, Bound inclothh - - 800 
“« “sheep, library style, 10.00 
“ “ “half morocco, - 12.00 














lishers by mail, prepaid, by remitting | > 
the price of the style desired. 





“WRITE NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH." — Major-General George 
H. Thomas. 


the rebelllon.”—N. ¥. 8 


digested.’’—General W. 7’. Sh 
“Chaplain Van Horne has enjoyed very rare advar.tages in the 























Write nothing but the truth ; you will contravene re- 


laborate on which 
in. 


“We hazard tg in saying that it is by far the most truth- of 








- what sh 


retaining most of the officers, and leaving the Staff 
intact. By this means, the writer in the Sun prom- 


ises a reduction of $20,000,000 annual! y, and a further 
reduction cf $5,000,000 by turning over the Indian 


the Carolinas. 21. The Battlefield of Bentonville, Bureau to the War Department. He closes thus: 


In carrying out such a reorganization, the great question 
all be done with the supernumerary officers ? 
© answer is easy : retire the superannuated,and disabied, 


and muster out the inefficiént with a year’s pay. . The rest 
could be used as Indian agents, and as engineors and gur- 
veyors to replace the hun 
veyors now employed upon public works and surveys in 
various parts of the country. All the graduates of est 
Point are educated as engineers and surveyors, and even 
those who are in the line, can readily adapt themselves to 
such employments. When it is remembered that the Inte- 
rior Department, Treasury Department, and War Depart- 
ment, are each os a large number of civilians in 
making surveys and explor 
well as in the interior, it will be seen that in the concentra- 
tion of these services under one efficient and responsible 
management, and in the substitution of trained and expe- 
rienced Army officers, controlled by military disci line, and 
Persons living in localities where | *ubject to dismissal by sentence of courts-martial, 

not only great room for securing increased economy but 
no agent has been appointed, can) increased efficiency in these departments of the p 


vice. Why should the coast survey and light-h 
obtain the work direct from the pub=| ie unas ule Treasury, Depa ne light-house aystem 


reds of civil engineers and sur- 


ations on the coast and lakes, as 


there is 
ublic ser- 


rtment and the lake 
nder the War Department? Why should the War "Den 


partment and the Interior Department be conducted a sep- 
arate system of a and explorations in thie West? Wh 
should the engineer 
Army, and the Supervising Architect of the Treasury for 
the civil departments of the Government? These are all 
questions which should be considered and disposed of in 
reorganizing the Army. We do not doubt that $20,000,000 
can be annually saved to the country by such a reduction 
“A most accurate and valnable contribution to the history of | of the Army as we have indicated, aud $5,000,000 annually _— 
”, Sun. = counting a adiiticaal soviag to be produced “by 

Pe ay onest administration—by transferring the Indians t 

The subject-matter is {ianie, well arranged, and well supervision of the War Department ona the Army 7 deg 


epartment put up buildings for the 


All this is very elaborate, and the substitution of 


entirely 


fancy scheme would leave the regiments mere skele- 
tons, entirely unfit for active service. An expedition 


500 men would require a brigade, and by the time 


uable contribution to the military history | the necessary drafts for logistic purposes were made, 
the brigade would dwindle to 300 muskets. Such a 


**It will be the * book of books’ on the war of ihe rebellion."— | force would only be fit to establish in depdts in the 
= States possessing a militia, as models therefor, and 
would be utterl7 unfit to take the fleld. The only 
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tion of the fact that the officers constitute the true 
value of the present force in case of a foreign war. 

The Washington correspondent of the Albany 
Hoening Times takes a similar view of the value of 
the officers, while not proposing any specific plan for 
reduction. He adds some interesting little points 
about the elastic SprincEr, who it appears is a pious 
Methodist, the Times says a clergyman. The tone of 
the article is strongly political and democratic. 

On the subject of the impolicy of reduction, the 
New York Herald says: 


If the democrats in Congress carry out their purpose to 
reduce the Army from 25,000 to 15,000, they will perpetrate 
a political blunder for which the saving in expense will not 
be a compensation. There is no first class power in the 
world which maintains so small an Army as ours..... 
In 1855, twenty years ago, under a democratic administra- 
tion, with Jefferson Davis as Secretary of War, the Army 
consisted of 12,729 men, say in round numbers 13,000. 
Our population at the preceding census was 23,000,000. 
Our population in 1870 was about 40,000,000; and if our 
Army bore the same propoi tion to the population at present 
that it did in 1855 it would amount to about twenty-three 
thousand, or only two thousand short of the actual num- 
ber. But we have a greater proportionate use for troops 
than we had twenty years ago. At that timo our settle- 
ments had not penetrated through the whole region 
between the Mississippi Valley and the Pacific coast. Our 
new settlements and mining establishments throughout the 
vast region on the slopes of the Rocky Mountains require 
military protection against the incursions of the Indians 
and create a necessity for a corresponding army. Twenty 
years ago the Mexican border was not in a state of chronic 
disturbance as it is at present, nor was there the same 
necessity for taking precautions against a conflict of races 
in the Southern States. Moreover, we had not then pur- 
chased Alaska, which requires constant military superin- 
tendence. . . . . Even when the troops are not called into 
active service, the Indians are kept in awe, and the South 
is perhaps kept tranquil by the knowledge that there is a 
force that could be promptly used in an emergency. In 
matters of this kind the proverb holds good that an ounce 
of prevention is worth » pound of cure, as was mow | 
demonstrated by our military helplessness at the outbrea 
of the civil war. It would be a political mistake to cut 
down the Army to the extent proposed, because the Army 
is popular and is administered with more honesty than any 
other branch of the public service. A reduction of the 
rank and file would naturally be accompanied with a corres- 
pans reduction of the officers; and if the democratic 

ostility to General Sheridan and those who share his 
political views should cause their dismissal, there would be 
a popular commotion, which would revive and enlist on the 
republican side the sentiments which made the party so 
strong and irresistible during and subsequent to the war. 

The Philadelphia Times says : 

It-is very easy to say cut down the Army, but just where 
and how is it best to cut? Shall we reduce the number of 
regiments, or the number of companies in each regiment, 
or the number of men in each company? Are the three 
arms of the Service to be reduced in the same proportion, 
or is it the infantry, the cavalry or the artillery from which 
we can spare the most? What is to be done with the super- 
fluous officers, and if some are to be mustered out shal] we 
begin with the highest or thelowest? Are the staff depart- 
ments to be reduced or consolidated, and what mode of 
organization will best combine efficiency with economy ? 
These and a hundred similar questions should be carefully 
considered and definitely answered before any action can be 
wisely had. Simply reducing the appropriations, while 
leaving the system unchanged, will certainly make con- 
fusion. The curse of this country has been careless legisla- 
tion, and the Army has already suffered its full share from 
the perpetual tinkering of successive Congresses. The 
time has come to stop ail this, and to adopt such well-con- 
sidered measures as will not need to be undone or done over 
again in another year. Wo do not need a large standing 
Army, We do not even need as large an Army as we have. 
But the change that is most urgently demanded, from 
motives of economy and from public policy, is not so much 
a mere reduction of numbers as the lopping off of extrava- 
gant expenses and the reorganization of the military 
establishment upon the most efficient system that military 
science and experience can suggest. The best is the cheap- 
est, and the military committee of the House cannot get to 
work too soon nor study the subject too carefully. The 
present cost of the Army, as well as that of the Navy, is 
monstrous, and we have no doubt that it could be reduced 
by many millions without any change, by merely stopping 
the waste. But we have equally little doubt that a wise 
revision of the whole constitution of the Army, and espe- 
cially of the staff departments, will not only save millions 
of dollars, but greatly increase the efficiency of the military 
establishment which, whatever number of troops we keep 
in the field, it is absolutely necessary to maintain. 


But the Louisville Oowrier goes into the subject of 
Army reduction most elaborately, and shows con- 
vincingly the injustice of charging against the Army 
proper all the expenditures included in the budget of 
the Department of War. The Journal says : ‘‘ That the 
expenses of the Government should be reduced even 
the Republicans concede. That it is as well to com- 
mence on the Military Department as any other no 
one will deny, but to make a grand onslanght on the 
Army because a portion of it has been used for pur- 
poses entirely foreign to the purpose of its creation 
and maintenance, and thereby secure a fancied poli- 
tical revenge, and to rest content with a result that 
will not accomplish the political object in view, and 
may seriously impair means which are essential to us 
as a people, would be the height of folly, and would 
be very far from the policy of retrenchment and re- 
form which the people of the country sought to in- 
augurate by placing the Democracy in control of the 
public purse.” 

Analyzing the budget of the War Department, the 
Journal shows that the following items are improp- 
erly charged to the Army, in estimating its actual 
boat to the country and the saving to be effected by 


reduction: ist. The expense of running the War De- 
partoient in Washington, no small part of whose 
clerical expenses are chargeable to the work of set- 
tling up the accounts of the war, upon which it is 
still engaged : ‘‘ Every man who seeks a pension, or 
back pay, or bounty, calls into requisition the services 
of some branch of the War Department. Every citi- 
zen who has a claim against the Government for 
property taken or destroyed during the war is en- 
gaged in increasing the expenses of the military 
establishment. This is all right and proper,but the 
expenditure is for the benefit of persons not connected 
with the Army, yet many of those very persons lay 
their finger on the item asa proof that the Army 
costs too much.” To this is to be added the cost of 
a merely literary and historical contribution which 
the Army is compelied to make to the literary and 
historical people of the country by the publication 
of the records of the war. ‘Those who secure these 
valuable works of reference free of cost to them- 
selves, arrange them on their bodk shelves, and then 
shake their heads over the enormous cost of the 
military establishment.” ‘ 

2nd. The cost of the Signal Bureau, which the 
Army does not need though the country does, while 
“the Army is charged with the expense, and the 
farmers and the sailors and the ship owners, and 
everyone else who considers the weather before he 
does what he contemplates, regard the aggregate of 
military expenditure, which includes this heavy item, 
and pronounces against our enormous military 
extravagance.” 

3d. The Armories and Arsenals. One hundredth 
part of the supply and the skilled force of workmen 
would, the Journal argues, answer all the purposes of 
the Army; the United States furnishes arms and 
equipments to all the States in proportion to the 
number of militia each has. “Every gun comes 
from the Army arsenals and armories, and the cost of 
each is carefully charged up against our military 
establishment, and laid by the popular voice to the 
extravagant cost of our little Army.” 


The Journal concludes : 


Army officers are in charge of all the river and harborim- 
provements , they are detailed as professors in any number 
of State military schools; they are sent out to establish 
boundary lines and lay off the public domain; yet while 
they are rendering these civil services they are counted 
against the Army, and the cost of their maintenance is 
evidenced as proof of the extravagance of the regu- 
lar military establishment. Most of these officers 
are of the general staff of the Army, which it 
is proposed to _ reduce. Suppose these officers, 
educated at the public expense, and already familiar with 
the scientific civil duties imposed — them, should be 
discharged, who would do the work? Assuredly others 
would have to be employed, and under such employment 
no one who knows the value of scientific attainments would 
imagine that the cost would be any less. Not only is the 
cost of these civil services charged to the military establish- 
ment, but the funds which the officers expend in public 
works are charged in the same way. These grand aggre- 
gates of military expenditure cover appropriations for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors and other works from 
which the Army derives no benefit whatever. It is the 
same with the cost of the sea-coast defences. Tne expen- 
ditures are made to preserve what has already been con- 
structed, or to construct new fortifications in view of the 
contingency of war in the future ; but it all goes down to 
the current cost of the Army, and is used to prove that the 
present Army must be too large or it would not cost so 
much. Another anomalous feature of Army expenditure is 
to be found in the Surgeon-General’s office. In his recent 
report the one ee says that five thousand addi- 
tional copies of the Medical and Surgical History of the 
War. ordered at the last session of Congress, will be ready 
for distribution in a few weeks. This new edition, like the 
bulk of the editions which preceded it, is for the 
benefit of medical science generally, and will be 
distributed by the members of Congress to their 
medical constituents, yet the cost is charged to the doctor’s 
bill of the Regular Army. Because one-third of the 
Army is stationed within the bounds of civilization it is no 
proof that it is too large, if we judge it now by the criterion 
which has always ruled our military affairs. Solong as 
there is a military science and an art of war, officers must 
be educated and intelligent men, and it has never been the 
custom in any army to — such men io perpetual exile in 
an uncivilized country. There were always troops in the 
South before the war, and our northern and sea-coast 
defences were always occupied. In the course of long ser- 
vice every officer and man had his chances at a little civil- 
ization, and no one objected. There is no objection now to 
the presence of troops in the South, the only objection is to 
their being employed for improper purposes. To correct 
such use of the Army the true remedy is in an amendment 
to the laws forbidding it, but to reduce the Army is to leave 
the power of misuse just where it is, and possibly to place 
the frontier in a most exposed condition. Considering the 
vast extent of our frontier territory, and the military estab- 
lishments of the smallest nations as furnishing some stan- 
dard by which to judge of our —. needs, we do not 
think the Army is too large. Compated with other armies 
it is a mere handful, and viewed in connection with the 
field it occupies, and the number and distance of the points 
it is expected constantly to protect, it seems ridiculously 
small. ft is enough, and it is not too large; but, small as 
it is, it may be made the instrument of tyranny; so we 
would have some guarantces that it shall not be diverted 
from the purpose for which it was created. The necessity 
for an Army is patent, and the Army should be maintained 
on an efficient footing. Tocutit down is not to remove 
the objection which has been urged against it, while it will 
impair its efficiency for its legitimate work. 





The Nation haya long article on the same subject, 


and argues very convincingly, that to reduce our 
present Army is simply to reduce the effectiveness of 
the only instrument of its will on which the Govern- 
ment can implicitly rely. 

All of the papers from which we quote, it will be 
observed, represent the dominant majority in the 
lower house of Congress, and the fire of criticism to 
which they have subjected the proposition of the 
hasty SpRincerR shows that his project ic not one 
that appeals to the common sense of the country, 
We have noted carefully the expressions of public 
opinion, and fail to discover that there is any de- 
mand for this reduction of the Army, and we are 
certain that any attempt to revenge upon the Army 
the political sins with which it is most unjustly 
sought to connect it, will return to plague the inven- 
tors. Reform and economy are the political watch- 
words of the time, and with them the Army has 
thorough sympathy. Let the Army Budget be scru- 
tinized with the most ngid fidelity; cut off every 
unnecessary expense; muster out every worthless 
officer; sweep away every sinecure; compel each 
officer to perform the duty which belongs to his rank 
and position in the service or resign.’ Let reform be 
as sweeping and thorough as you please and there 


will be no just ground for complaint, but do not 


paralyze the service by changes for which there is no 
better argument than unreasoning prejudice, and 
which are opposed by all argument based upen the 
past history of the country and its present necessi- 
ties. The Army is not an asylum for incapables; it 
is an institution, the integrity of which is essential to 
the honor, the prosperity and the progress of the 
country, and we are sure that all reasonable men, 
both in and out of Congress, will hesitate to favor its 
further reduction when they find the soldiers who 
were in advance of the public demand in urging and 
facilitating previous reductions united in opposing 
that now proposed. Weshall return to the subject 
another week, ani by a citation of statistics and a 
reference to undeniable facts show the necessity for 
every man' of our present Army, and the absolutely 
rainous nature of that demagogue policy which 
would destroy the only real defence of the country. 








Brever Major-General Fry has conferred a great 
favor on the Army and on history, by his very in- 
teresting little “Sketch of the Adjutant-General’s 
Department, U. 8. Army, from 1775 to 1875,” 
printed for private distribution. It is one of those 
books which involve a great amount of labor with 
very little return in fame, but which are invaluable 
to a historian, as material. The present book con- 
tains a complete roster of all the officers that have 
ever held the office of Adjutant General or Assistant 
Adjutant General, U. A. Army, for a hundred years 
past, and is perfectly exhaustive on the subject of 
the Department. 








Tue old saying as to going away from nome to 
hear news about yourself, was illustrated recently by 
the appearance of a telegram in the New York Herald 
coming from Vienna, stating that President Grant hed 
despatched a circular to all the European powers, 
through Secretary Fish, requesting their vicws as to 
American intervention in the affairs of Cuba, and that 
all the European powers had replied satisfactorily. 
This telegram appeared on Wednesday, December 29; 
and on Thursday, the Washington correspsndents of 
every New York paper that possesses une, had some- 
thing to say about it. Some are doubtful, but inclined 
to believe the rumor, others laugh it to scorn, but all 
are in a curious state of uncertainty on the subject. 
Whether the proposed intervention is to be joint with 
that of European powers or not, is still unsettled, and 
the correctness of the news unestablished. The tenor 
of the President’s late message, however, indicates 
that there may be some truth in the rumor as to the 
request for the opinions of foreign governments. 








GENERAL Devens was lately made the recipient, 
at Worcester, Mass., of a handsome token of esteem, 
in the shape of an elegant and massive gold badge of 
the G. A. R. order. The star is joined to a pin by a 
flexible gold ribbon of eight plates, each plate hav- 
ing engraved upon it the name of some battles in 
which General Devens participated. General Warp, 
of New Jersey, made the presentation speech, at the 
close of which he said: ‘I ask you to take it with 
the distinct understanding that it comes from the 
hearts of your comrades, who feel that they can truth- 
fully say well done "gen and faithful servant, 
General Devens, in his reply, paid tribute to his 





comrades, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy anp Navy Jovunnat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of commu- 
nications publisted under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feciing. 








THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Simm : The widespread discussion to which the opera- 
tions of the Indian Department and the care of what 
are cailed ‘‘ the wards of the nation,” have given rise 
will, I trust, serve as an excuse for some suggestions 
upon the questions at issue. 

Probably no one will deny that the red men as a 
race on this continent is doomed to destruction. Sta- 
tistics and every day experience show this to be a fact, 
and even the ablest amongst the Indians themselves 
recognize it. However much philanthropists may 
deplore this and rail against its injustice and_inhu- 
manity it remains a fact, and in arguing on the Indian 
question it is scarcely worth while to reason upon any 
other basis. 

‘* Put yourself in his place,” and let the white man 
ask himself the question, what would I do if treated as 
the Indian has been and is? Suppose a snperivr race 
to mine were to land upon the shores of this great con- 
tinent, trade or cheat us out of our land foot by foot, 

adually encroach upon our domain until we were 
finally driven, a degraded demoralized band, into a 
small corner of the continent, where to live at all it was 
necessary to steal, perhaps to do worse? Suppose that 
in a spirit of justice this superior race should recognise 
the fact that it was in duty bound to place food in our 
mouths and blankets on our backs, in order to prevent 
us dying oft any faster than was absolutely necessary, 
and suppose that in carrying out this design the food 
found its way into others mouths and the blankets on 
to other backs, what would we do in the premises? I 
have seen one who hates an Indian as he does a snake, 
and thinks there is no good Indian but a dead one, on 
having the proposition put to him in this way, grind 
his teeth in rage and exclaim, ‘‘I would cut tbe heart 
out of every one I could lay my hands on,” and so he 
would ; and so we all would. 

The Gevernment of the United States actuated, we 
will say by a spirit of justice, perhaps we ought to say 
by a spirit of economy, decides to appropriate year by 
year millions of dollars for the purpose of feeding and 
clothing these wards of the nation. Do they’ get the 
value of the money appropriated for them? No one 
who has seen anything of the practical working of the 
Indian Department, can pretend to answer this question 
in the affirmative. It is a well-known fact that for 
years Indian agents and Indian traders, as a class, have 
made immense fortunes in their positions. Even 
honest men have not failed to yield to the temptations 
set before them, and to forget tueir principles in the 
thirst for gain. The reason is obvious—the oppor- 
tunity to make large tortunes is great, the chances of 
detection ia cases of a breach of trust very small. We 
cannot expect man to be any more scrupulous or con- 
scientious on the distant frontier, surrounded by sav- 
ages, than he is in Wall street, surrounded by bulls 
and bears. 

Under the present system of accountability, as pur- 
sued in the Indian Department, it is impossible that 
the funds provided for the use of the Indians should 
be, as a general thing, honestly and conscientiously 
disbursed, and mainly for the reason that there is no 
proper system of accountability in that Department. 
Goods are purchased for the Indian Department, say 
iu New York. They are shipped under cuntract to 
different points in the Indian country. The agent 
receives them, or at least he receipts for them, as in- 
voiced to him. But it will be said if he receipts for 
them be becomes accountable for them, and if he does 
not get all he receipts for, when he comes to make up 
his accounts with the Government, he will be that 
much short. And so he would under a proper system 
of accountability, but practically no such system exists, 
and the fault for this lies in Washington. It can lie 
nowhere clse. 

In the Army, when stores are shipped to a quarter- 
master or commissary, the receiving officer is held 
accountable for every ounce of each article invoiced to 
him. If his packages are short, if his sugar bas dried 
up or his bacon run away by melting or maggots, he 1s 
still held accountable for it by the accounting officer 
in Washington, until a Board of officers declares him 
blameless, und their judgment is approved by his com- 
manding officer. Then for each ounce of each and 
every article received by him he must prevent to the 
Treasury the receipt of an officer or the order of his 
commanding oflicer, and without these he cannot get 
credit for dropping these articles from his return. 

With the Indian agent no such provision is made. 
He issues when he pleases, how he pleases, and in 
what quantity he pleases. A wandering tribe reaches 
his agency, and he reports he has issued to it 10,000 Ibs. 
of flour and a thousand blankets. He may not have 
issued a hundred pounds of flour nor ten blankets. 
No receipts are required as vouchers by the accountin 
officers. I know such a statement will be receive 
with incredulity by all business men and an indignant 
denial by the Indian Department, and therefore must 
explain that I mean no receipts worth the paper they 
are written on. Of course, what is called a receipt is, 
I presume, sent; but, when it is remembered that an 
Indian has about as much idea of the weight of a 
pound or the length of a yard, as he has of the hori- 
zontal parallex of the fixed stars, and that in addition 
to this he knows neither how to read nor to write, and 

is just asaptto put ‘his mark” to a receipt for ten 
thousand pounds of bacon as to one for ten, it may 
readily be imagined what this receipt is worth, and 
why it is I say no receipts are required as vouchers. 

Now, Congiess attempted to apply a partial remedy 


for this defect, and in the 2d section of the act ap- 
proved 27th of July, 1868, provided in substance that 
at every Indian agency within fifty miles of. a mili 
post, the issue of all annuity to Indians should 
be witnessed by an Army officer, not below the rank 
of captain, supposing, it is to presumed, that in this 
way the Indians would be sure to get all the goods 
provided for them by the liberal appropriations made. 
And so they would, provided two things took place : 

1. The law must be enforced ; and 

2. The accounting officers must act in conformity 
with the law in settling the agent’s account. 

1. Unforgunately for the Indians, however, neither 
of these provisions is carried out. The law is not 
enforced. Sometimes agents at agencies within fifty 
miles of a military ask for an officer to witness 
their issues; sometimes they do not. When the law 
first went into operation and an officer was asked for, 
the first request made by the agent was that certain 
issues made by him a week, a month or three months 
before should be included on the officer’s list of goods 
which he witnessed as issued. This being refused, 
and the officer stating that he would certify only to 
such goods as ‘* were actually delivered” in his pre- 
sence, it becomes an interesting question to decide how 
the agent’s accounts are settled at the Treasury. 

2. For the law expressly provides that ‘no receipt 
by Indians for goods or property to any superintendent 
or agent shall be valid to discharge such officer unless 
the same be accompanied by the certificate of such 
military officer, showing that said goods were actually 
delivered and are of the quantity and quality stated in 
the invoice or bill thereof, a copy of which shall be 
attached to the receipt.” 

Now, of course, I can know nothing of the practical 
working of the auditing office, and propose to state 
only facts within my personal knowledge, or such as 
are derived from authentic sources. There is no 
question that —_ are issued to Indians at agencies 
within fifty miles of a military post, without the pre- 
sence of an Army officer to witness the issue, as pro- 
vided by law, and as the agents remain at their post 
year after year, and continue the practice, it is not a 
violent supposition to infer that their accounts are 
passed at the Treasury in some way, notwithstanding 
the fact that the express stipulation of the law is 
violated. Agents now rather ostentatiously solicit the 
presence of an Army officer occasionally to witness 
their issues; for having discovered that the presence of 
an oflicer is not a prerequisite to the settlement of 
their accounts, although it is made so by the law, if 
one is present it gives rise to the impression that the 
law is complied with, and there are plenty of credulous 
people in the country willing to believe that the issues 
are made under the supervision of the Army, and 
therefore the Indians cannot be defrauded, overlooking 
the fact that the Army is really made use of as a cloak 
to cover up the loose transactions of the Indian Bureau. 
A few words in regard to the practical method of 
issuing goods to the Indians. Agents claim that 
starving and shivering Indians come to their agencies, 
and in the interests ot humanity they are compelled to 
issue food and clothing, without waiting for the pre- 
sence of an officer. ‘This pretext is specious. If In- 
dians knew they could get nothing at the agencies except 
at stated periods when issues ure made to all, none 
would apply there except at those times when issues 
are to be made. As matters are now conducted a pre- 
mium is held out tothe most thriftless, worthiess 
Indians of a tribe to hang round the agency in order 
to be fed and supported, and the practical working of 
the system is to congregate about the agencies a 
worthless crowd of hangers-on (many of whom are 
squaws living with white men), who eat up the sub- 
stance provided for the tribe at large. Now when the 
agent wants to make an issue to the tribe he assembles 
the Indians and perhaps asks for an officer to witness 
the issue. The issue is made. It may be of one-tecth 
of the goods provided by the Government, it may not 
be that muca. So long as the accounting officers do 
not require the Army vfficer’s certificate this is a matter 
of no momett, for the agent can get credit for goods 
issued at other times and without the presence of an 
officer. I have information from an authentic source 
that one of these officer witnesses, as atest question, 
refrained from making any report of the issue wit- 
nessed by him. No notice was taken of his failure 
and no difficulty was experienced by the agent in set- 
tling his accounts. 

‘The question naturally arises, is there any remedy 
for the defection of this system, and any cure for the 
outrageous abuses which undoubtedly occur under 1t? 
For although all agents are not necessarily dishonest, 
no Government can be justified in placing a premium 
upon dishonesty and offering such stupendous tempta- 
tions to weak humanity, especially when as in the case 
of the Indians, these temptations lead to frauds which 
drive the savages tu desperation, and cause immense 
expenditures of money, loss of life and a check to the 
healthful development of the country. 

The first step towards 1eform is to fix and enforce a 
strict system of accountability, and this, of course, 
must start at Washington. verything an agent re- 
ceives he should be made to account for, and for it 
he should be held responsible until relieved in accord- 
ance with law or strict regulations established in the 
Department. The law quoted requiring the issue of 
ali goods to be witnessed by an Army officer applies, 
I presume, to but few agencies, and these are becoming 
less in number every day, for be the cause what it 
may, the agencies are gradually removing beyond 
the dangerous circle of fifty miles from a military post. 
Competent, well-known witnesses should be used at all 
agencies wherever any goods are issued, and the receipt 
ot the Indians be valid only when the signatures of 
such witnesses are appended. The absolute necessity 
for this will be apparent upon the reflection that the 
Government does: not know and cannot know that the 





oods purchased by the Indian Commission ever reach 
e tribes for which they are ictended. Let it be dis- 


tinctly understond that except at stated periods, duly 
announced before hand, no issue of provisions or goods 
of any kind will under any circumstances be made. 
Let the Indians themselves know that except at such 
times they need expect notbing, an:! the worthless lazy 
crowd which now hangs around every agency will be 
compelled to take care of itself, as it did before it had 
any agency to hang round. At these issues let a careful 
census of each tribe be made, and a ticket issued to 
each head of a family, calling for so many rations, and 
let the ration, whether of beef, bacon, bread or 
blankets, be established, known beforehand and ad- 
hered to. Agents will magnify the difficulties and 
trouble ef such a course, but it can be done and ought 
to be done. In fact there is no other proper way by 
which the goods provided by the Government can be 
— issued. Let it be understood that at these issues, 
yearly or semi-yearly, all white people who desire to 
trade witk the Indians can be present with their wares, 
and confiscate at unce any goods found tainted with 
whiskey. Get rid in this way of the present class of 
Indian trader, whose principal business it is to form a 
close corporation with the Indian agent, and cheat the 
Indian in trade. Use thé military, if necessary, to 
maintain order and enforce police regulations. Estab- 
lish the issue periods at such times that the Indians 
will get their goods so as to make use of them during 
their most necessitous times, instead of having the poor 
wretches complain, as they frequently do now, that 
their blankets, etc., do not reach them until the cold 
weather is nearly or quite over. 
If tribes commit depredations on the whites, or per- 
mit their members to murder and steal, let the Military 
Department Commander announce to the tribe that no 
issue will take place until the murderers are given up 
and the stolen property surrendered, and that the tribe 
will be held responsible for the acts of its members. 
Let us no longer witness the spectacle of a raiding 
party of Sioux dropping in their flight from the scenes 
of their murderous depredations annuity goods just 
drawn from the Indian Department. 
J.et some such laws and regulations as these be esta- 
blished and enforced, and my word for *t, Mr. Editor, 
our ‘‘ balky team” will no longer work at cross pur- 
poses, and when we do have war with the savages, it 
will not result trom the mistakes or misdeeds of In- 
dian agents. Yours, etc., JOHN GIBBON. 
Fort Snaw, M. T., Dec. 1, 1875. 








THOUGHTS ON NAVAL ADMINISTRATION. 


BY A NAVAL OFFICER.—CHAPTER 1X. 
‘The nation that controls the sea controls the world.” 


Concluding Remarks on the Education, Training and 
Improvement of the Personnel. 


THE preceding chapter terminated with the drafting 
of the ‘‘ Seaman Apprentice” into a cruising vessel for 
foreign or Gulf service after four years’ instruction 
afloat; one year having been passed in the harbor train- 
ing ship and three years in the ‘‘ Home Squadron of 
Evolution.” He should appear now on the books of 
the regular cruiser with one of the following ratings, 
namely, ‘‘ Seaman Apprentice,” Ordinary, class 1, 2 or 
8; ‘‘Seaman Apprentice,” Adle, class 1,20r3. As 
this arrangement admits of six classifications for 
character and capacity, it will probably be found 
amply sufficient in practice to meet the objects re- 
quired. At the end of a cruise of three years, the 
“Seaman Apprentice” should be eligible to higher 
rating, even to that of ‘‘ Petty Officer,” if able to per- 
form the duties of the position. He should still, how- 
ever, be known under the general designation of ‘‘ Sea- 
man Apprentice” until his term of ten years had ex- 
pired, even though he may happen to be performing 
the duty, holding the rate and drawing the pay of the 
petty officer. 

At the end of seven years’ service, those seamen 
apprentices who by their special ability and good con- 
duct have eminently merited the favor of the Govern- 
ment, should be selected for a course of additional duty 
and instruction in the Navy-yards aud at naval stations, 
with a view to their ultimate advancement to the Corps 
of Warrant Officers, if, on examination, at the end of 
their term of duty, they should be found qualified, A 
certain limited number of picked men only should, 
therefore, be detailed for duty and instruction in re- 
ceiving ships, ships in ordinary, tugs, rigging and sail 
lofts, gun parks, ordnance laboratory, she!l and pow- 
der magazines, experimental battery, torpedo station, 
and Departments of Svbsistence and Naval Stores. 
This term of service should last three years, at the 
end of which time, those seamen apprentices who on 
examination prove to be most proficient in their duties, 
should receive acting appointments in the Corps of 
Warrant Officers. In other words, the candidates 
should appear before a Board of competent officers to 
be styled ‘‘The Perranent Examining Board,” and 
undergo examination touching their information in 
the class of duties in which they have been receivin 
instruction, the examination being a strictly competi- 
tive one for the limited number of vacancies. Mates 
should be selected from the best men in receiving ship, 
ordinary ship, and tug service. Boatswaius should be 
selected from the best men in the rigging and sail loft 
service. Gunners should be selected from those men 
most skilled in the various duties of the ordnance 
branch. Yeomen showld be selected from the best 
men who have served a term in the Department of 
Subsistence and Naval Stores. It is intended in the 
proposed organization that the Pay Corps shall have 
the charge and responsibility of a stores and equip- 
ments of whatever kind, which may be furnished to 
ships of war. The yeoman being made the subordi- 
nate officer under the paymaster, and having direct 
charge of these stores and the accounts necessary to be 
kept, the object of educating him in the double 
capacity of seaman and accountant will now be seen. 





On receiving his acting appointment the young warrant 
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officer should be allowed a leave of absence, at the end 
of which he should be ordered to sea duty. If at the 
end of one year’s service afloat as acting warrant 
officer he should receive a commendatory letter from 
the commanding officer of the vessel, ,his acting ap- 
pointment should be made permanent by the receipt of 
a warrant to be signed by the President of the United 
States. At this time, his age should be not less than 
twenty-five years nor more than twenty-nine years, if 
he has been steadily successful in his examinations. 

It will thus be seen that the best seamen apprentices 
are eligible to honorable and responsible positions, and 
suitable inducements are held out to excellence. Those 
men who may not pass sufficiently high to be selected 
for the vacancies, should bave the privilege of present- 
ing themselves again at any time before reaching the 
age of thirty-five years; but no enlisted man (except 
marines and dock-yard writers, in which cases the age 
should be extended to forty-five years), should be 
eligible to the warranted grades after passing that age. 
Of course, those who fail to pass at all are still eligi- 
ble to rating as petty oflicer or seaman gunner in the 
general Service. At the end of ten years’ service as 
“Seaman Apprentice” the designation on the ‘‘con- 
tinuous service certificate” should change, and the 
holder be styled ‘‘ United States Seaman.” The holder 
of a continuous service certificate should be pensioned 
on reaching the age of sixty years, if disabled, but if 
not disabled fer work,should be assigned to the ‘‘veteran 
maval reserve” for light duty at naval stations. The 
children of these men should have the preference when 
seleeting boys for seame nand dock-yard apprentices. 

All master warrant officers should be retired from 
active service at the age of sixty-two years—five in 
each branch to be eligible, when retired, to the rank 
and retired pay of lieutenant (E. C.,) and five to the 
rank and retired pay of ensign (E. C.) Landsmen 
should no longer be enlisted for the naval serviee as 
such, and the rating should be abolished. The only 
landsmen in ships of war should be marines, mechanics, 
firemen, stokers or coal passers, officers’ stewards and 
servants, and these should be borne on the roll of the 
vessel with their actual ratings only—‘‘ mechanics” 
being otherwise distinguished hy the title of their 
craft. Duck-yard apprentices should be enlisted in 
the naval service from respectable lads between the 
ages of fifteen and eighteen years inclusive; those 
selected with a view to eventual advancement to the 
grade of machinist being the most numerous. All dock- 
yard apprentices, except those intended for machinists, 
should be required to serve seven full years’ time in 
their respective crafts before being eligible to the com- 
petitive examination for the Corps of Warrant 
Officers. a 

Those, however, intended for the grade of machinists, 
should be required to serve five years at machine shops 
and foundry work, and two years in yard tugs or 
steamers in harbor service before being eligible to ex- 
amination for the Corps of Warrant Officers. Dock- 
yard apprentices intended for the grades of carpenter, 
sailmaker, machinist and shipwright should be under 
the charge and instruction of the naval Engineer 
Corps. 

Laboratory apprentices should be enlisted for the 
naval service from respectable lads between the ages 
of fourteen and sixteen years inelusive. They should 
be required to serve in the U. 8. Naval Laboratory 
until twenty-one years of age, and on reaching that 
age should be eligible for examination for the grade of 
apothecary. Those failing to pass the required ex- 
amination should still be eligible (with a continuous 
service certificate), to the rating of ‘ Hospital Assis- 
tants.” A dock-yard apprentice failing to pass for 
the Corps of Warrant Officers should receive a certifi- 
cate that he has served his time, and be eligible with 
a ‘ preference” to employment as a mechanic at any 
Navy-yard or station. Dock-yard writers should be 
selected by competitive examination from young men 
of good habits and character between the ages of 
eighteen and twenty-one years, and on passing should 
be required to sign an agreement to serve in dock-yard 
service for five years. After threc years’ service in 
the Department of Subsistence and Naval Stores, a 
dock-yard writer should be eligible for examination to 
the grade of accountant. Clerical positions at naval 
stations should be filled solely by dock-yard writers 
and accountants. Dock-yard apprentices, laboratory 
apprentices,, dock-yard writers and privates in the 
marine police should hold continuous service certifi- 
cates the same as the seamen apprentices. These 
certificates should be on parchment, have a register 
number, and be issued by the Navy Department, with 
the signature of the Secretary of the Navy.* Thus it 
will be seen that substantial inducements are held out 
to every honest und clever lad who may enlist in the 
naval service, while ampje provision is made for his 
care and maintenance in old age, when worn out in the 
service of his country. 

(Lo be continued.) 


RUNNING LIGHTS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Sm: A lantern similar to the one proposed by 
‘‘ Junior” in your last number, was designed some 
years since by Commander R. W. Meade, U. 8. Nuvy, 
ihe present Inspector of Ordnance at the New York 
station, who formally pre-ented Lis invention to the 
Navy Department. 

This lantern was of brass, triangular in shape, the 
apex of the acute ungle forming a sort of screen, so as 
to prevent the lights from being seen from across, It 
was provided with red and green lenses and a reflector. 
Either an oil lamp or magazine candle could be used 
at pleasure and the lantern was so fitted as to be carried 
ut a short staff in the bow of the boat. The Tennessee 
and a few other vessels were furnished with these lan- 


* Every seaman in the Navy and merchant service should be 
registered. 


terns, but for some reason their use has been discon- 
tinued by orders from Washington. Rumor has it 
thus that the ground is taken that it is the business of 
the launch or cutter te keep out of the way of larger 
vessels, and thus not allow themselves to be run down; 
but as all boats going on night service require a laz- 
tern of some kind it would seem rather a question as 
to which is better: to have a ‘lantern which does in- 
dicate the course of the boat to the larger vessel or to 
rovide merely an ordinary white light which does not 
indicate any course. SENIOR. 


AT IT AGAIN. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Sm: In the issue of the Journat of Dec. 18th I 
note that your correspondent “M,” referring to the 
President’s recommendation‘of a plan to grant annui- 
ties to the families of deceased officers, holds the fol- 
lowing language, ‘‘ Now let every officer interested ex- 
ert himself to secure the support of such members of 
Congress, or others who can exert an influence in the 
matter, as are acceptuble to him,” etc. Taking it for 
granted that ‘‘M” must be himself an officer, I inquire 
if it be possible he is unacquainted with the provisions 
of General Orders No. 82, series of "73? Whether he 
has ever pursued with care, paragraph 1 of said orders 
and if so, what be thinks of the following in compari- 
son with the suggestions he has been at pains to pub- 
lish, to-wit: ‘lt is therefore ordered that no officer 
either active or retired, shall, directly or indirectly, 
without being called upon by proper authority, solicit, 
suggest or recommend action by members of Congress 
for or against military affairs.” Is it the desire and in- 
tention of ‘‘M” artfully to invite and entangle us 
within the deadly network of the foregoing clauses, 
leaving us afterward to struggle as we may under the 
imputation of a positive disobedience ? It would 
gratify myself, for one, to hear from ‘‘M” upon these 
points, and learn, as well, by what process he proposes 
to explain, if he care todo so, or qualify in any degree 
his most extraordinary counsellings to brethren of the 
service. ‘ie 








(Cerrespondence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 
THE OBOUKOFSKOI STEELWORES. 


Tue General and I had discovered each other in 
St. Petersburg, and having combined our forces, were 
‘* doing” the many interesting sights which the Russian 
capital affords. Having seen all the greatest lions in 
the city, we concluded to take a trip to the Oboukof- 
skoi steelworks and examine the great guns. This is 
a foundry owned by civilians, but, being engaged in 
the manufacture of arms for the government, is under 
the supervision of an officer of artillery, who has to as- 
sist him one or two subalterns of the same arm. 
These officers were fitted for their duty by nearly a 
year’s study in the great Krupp works in Prussia. 

So one pleasant morning, being provided with letters 
of introduction to the commandant, and an interpreter, 
we stepped into a carriage and sallied out. . . . 
We were finally landed in front of a sombre brick 

uard house, ornamented by one sentinel and a half 
dozen slouchy orderlies. Sending in eur letters, we 
were shortly conducted to a rather pleasant office, 
when we were welcomed in a very cordial manner by 
the captain in command. Upon our expressing a de- 
sire to see the works, he immediately offered to guide 
us in person, an overture which we accepted the more 
gladly as he speke English with perfect fluency. 

We walked first to the stone wharf, with its mam- 
moth Fairbairn crane, used in hoisting the guns into 
the lighters which float them down to Cronstadt to be 
tested. Onthe wharf are piled large numbers cf shot 
and shell, which have been picked up on the i¢e after 
winter tests, and returned to this place to be refitted 
with leaden jackets. Next we passed into the furnace 
room, where the raw material is worked up in prepa- 
ration for casting. After the puddling process the steel 
is cast into ingots, which are then drawn out into long 
square bars, 14 inch in thickness. These are then cut 
into cubes, and pass into the crucibles for melting. 
After examining the puddling furnaces, and admiring 
the apparent ease with which the bars were cut up by 
the guillotine-like machine used for that purpose, we 
passed into the moulding department. ‘This was an 
extensive building, shaped somewhat like a double 
cross, the space between the two cross galleries being 
filled by a double row of furnaces. Midway of the 
main hall was the mould, the top flush with the floor, 
and above this a system of troughs to receive and con- 
duct the molten metal when poured from the crucibles. 
At each of the furnaces we saw a crucible covered by 
a loosely fitting lid ofiron. Some of these were opened 
for our inspection, and we could observe the blue 
flames playing over the surface of the molten contents. 
There were altogether 400 crucibles, each holding 
about 200 pounds, in tending which 600 men are 
constantly employed. We regretted our not being 
able to wait fora few hours, as they were preparing 
to make a casting later in the evening. Under ordi- 
nary circumstances they can turn out a casting of 45 
tons ; but the largest actually made has been 42 tons, 
this being for the breech half of the 81 ton gun now in 
process of construction. 

Next we visited the hammer shop, a long roomy 
building with a high arched roof, and a series of steam 
hammers extending down the centre. Opposite each 
hammer was the furnace for heating the article to be 
worked. These hammers weighed respectively 3, 5, 
10,15 and 50 tons. The latter was a monster, und we 
had the good fortune to see it in operation. It was 
erected some years ago by Krupp, being the counter 
part of the one in his works at Kssing. The arched 
support of the hammer is 25 feet in height, and the in- 
strument is haadled by an engine of 350 hurse power, 
with a piston stroke of 12 feet. The foundation, 
which is in all 75 feet deep, consists of an iron cylin- 








der, 50 feet im depth, and 25 feet in diameter, filled 


with concrete. On top of this are placed three cylin- 
drical masses of iron, weighing 160 tons each, the +p 
per one having a diameter of about 10 feet. On th 
bed is placed the anvil, a heavy mass of iron hollowed 
at the top to receive the gun to be worked. 

The tall iron doors of the furnace were thrown open 
and an 11-inch gun at a white heat swung out and 
ened on the anvil, being moved and revolved be- 
tween the blows by means of chain slings. The mas- 
sive hamfher was mancuvred with astonishing ease 
and smoothness, but the eflect of its descent was that 
of a young earthquake. 

Having been duly hammered, and_ then gradually 
cooled in sand, the piece passes into a shop where the 
waste is cut from the muzzle, a transverse boring made 
in the breech, and the mass prepared for the finishing 
reom into which it next passes. The hoops which are 
to be shrunk on pass through the same processes as the 
body of the gun, and in this room there is cut from 
each a ring, to be afterwards tested. 

In the finishing room we found pieces of various 
calibres in every stage of development, from the rough 
mass just run in to the finished gun mounted on its 
carriage and ready for transportation. In this depart- 
ment the gun is first subjected to the turning opera- 
tions, by which it is reduced to the condition proper 
for the reception of the steel hoops. It is then placed 
op a long carriage and the bore started, by a drill 
which cuts out a solid core several inches in diameter. 
The gun then passes back to the furnaces, where the 
hoops are shrunk on. These hoops are from ten 
to c¢ighteen inches in width and about two 
inches in thickness; the trunnions being on one of 
somewhat greater dimensions. We saw guns which 
had from 15 to 20 of these hoops, having in certain 
parts 2 and 8 sets, one over the other. This operation 
being completed, the gun returns to the turning room, 
when the bore is enlarged and rifled, the aperture for 
the breech mechanism completed, the breech block ad- 
justed, and the whole painted. We had explained to, 
us very minutely the two systems of breech-loaders 
that were being manufactured—the Krupp and the 
French system. In the former the breech block trav- 
erses perpendicularly to the axis of the piece. In the 
latter, it is drawn out at the breech, being locked in by 
interrupted screw threads which fit into the interior of 
the chamber upon the block being revolved 90 deg. 
This system is used only for mortars. Jn all of the 
pieces a smoke ring of American invention is used. 
We observed two field pieces, but were told that such 
were seldom made here, the large 9 and 11 inch naval 
guns being turned out at the rate of one every second 
day. In a store room near the finishing department 
we were shown specimens of various guns made in the 
experiments which resulted in the present system. 

The 81-ton gun to which I have referred, was com- 
menced some time later than the English piece of the 
same weight, and will differ from it in this respect, 
that while the latter ig amuzzle-loader, the Russian will 
be charged at the breech. 

We visited the gun-carriage department where iron 
carriages are constructed,for the monsters. Then the 
cabinet shop, where wood is worked for whatever fur- 
niture is needed in the foundry, and thence passed into _ 
the small arms division, where a small number of 
musket barrels are partially built, to be finished at the 
Imperial small arm factory at Tula. They were at this 
time makiug short. rifles of the Berdan pattern for the 
dragoons. 

Near the office are the laboratories. From different 
parts of the core taken out by the boring machine are 
cut spikes, which, being properly marked, are sent to 
the chemist. Similar spikes are cut from the waste of 
the muzzle, and from each ring of the hoops before re- 
ferred to. After being chemically analyzed these 
samples are marked with the specific gravity and com- 
position. Their counterparts are tested in the me- 
chanical room for elasticity and tensile strength. For 
the latter operations several ingenious instruments of 
Russian invention are used. 

The final test of the completed piece by firing is 
given at the batteries of Cronstadt. Thus far many of 
these guns have burst, and this system of breech load- 
ing for heavy guns is by no means an assured success. 
An incident occurred some time ago which demon- 
strates their unreliability. A 11-inch gun had success- 
fully undergone the trial of a fixed number of rounds, 
and being almost the first that had done so, was to be 
exhibited to the emperor and his suite. Just before 
the time for their arrival, the contractor concluded to 
fire one round, in order to assure himself that every- 
thing was in working order. That shot burst the gun, 
killing a number of the people about. However, since 
that time, many have stood the test, and have been 
accepted. , 

In order to economize the time of workmen 
when not employed on the guns, and also to put to use 
the large amount of scrap steel, car wheels and axles 
are manufactured on quite an extensive scale. The 
wheels are not made solid as with us, but in this man- 
ner: The scrap is worked up in reverberatory 
furnaces, cast in ingots, and the ingots drawn out into 
bars about 2} inches wide by % inch thick. These 
having been cut to the proper length, are bent into a 
triangular shape, the two ends being separated some- 
what at the vertex, and the base curved. A numberof 
these triangles are then laid together with the open ver- 
tices toward the centre. The two adjacent sides of 
contiguous triangles being welded together form the 
spokes, the free ends being let into the hub, and a 
heavy flanged tire is then shrunk on about the curved 
bases. 

Having occupied several hours in examining the 
different shops, we returned to the office and. took 
leave of the polite commandant, much impressed 
with the extent of the works, and also with the kind- 
ness and courtesy that we had experienced, and 
which is certainly shown everywhere in Russia to 
an American officer. ; 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Muuitra Exrenses.—The estimate of the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral ot the State of Massachusétt for the coming years’ mili- 
tia expenses, which is far behind that of last year, is never- 


theless in such strong contrast with the niggardly amount 


doled out year by year by New York State to her militia, thr 


that we give it here as a curiosity and text. It is as fol- 
lows : 











Office incidentals. ...........0eeeeeeees ob06eneesd<e $3,000 
Extra cleks......... +» 7,980 
Clerks on Navy rolls.......... 3 . 2,600 
Instructicn a 1d orderly books........... ..+++ 500 
Militia bc unt/..............- resdtedscewniaenen sees 136,000 
) en — SEE RE eer heeee an 
SENONT DUM ceccccccccccccccccescesscctecsesosece , 

yee Serer rreerrer creer «-. 15,000 
Employecs ai arsenal.......... eeeees ceccerececeens 2,700 
Quarterm ast »r-General’s “eee ORES CE Hee 30,000 
Quartern ast »r-General’s incidentals....... ........ 7,000 
COMP SECU 1... cccccccccccccccvcce cocccscccccsers 5,000 

PR aa vinceicccessetssiscstccsmdseeenesen $256,280 


This sum is what Massachusetts considers it decent to 
pay for a division of about 5,000 men. New York, calling 
itself the *‘Empire State,” wants to ey 20,000 men on 
$200,000, and makes a great parade when the suin is raised 
about as high as Massachusetts pays for one-fourth of the 
men. One reason why we call attention to this fact at 

resent is that the session of the New York State Legisla- 

are is now very near at hand; that when it meets the 
State Military Association meets also, and that reforms in 
the Military Code will then be in order. It is very advis- 
able therefore to encourage all the discussion possiblo on 
this subject, so that well considered reforms may be pro- 
posed and put through the houses. We therefore invite 
the expression of opinion from all the National Guardsmen 
of the State, to the end that a strong, and above all, suc- 
cessful movement may be started. Late events in the his- 
tory of the State have shown that the National Guard has a 
resistless power when it is exercised under a common lea- 
dership, aud no blame can attach to it for exercising that 
power to improve its position in the State, when tho State 
itself will —- the greatest benofit theretrom. 

The first, the greatest, almost the only reform that is im- 
mediately required to turn the State forces into good 
soldiers is their payment and uniforming. This is absolute- 
ly indispensable, if we expect to have any militia at all that 
can be relied on.. In the present ‘‘ hard times,” recruiting 
has almost ceased in the New York National Guard, save in 
wealthy regiments like the Seventh. Young men who would 
like to join cannot do it, because an outfit costs consider- 
able money, and they cannot afford to lose time and money 
together. The adoption of an uniform allowance, of $40 for 
each recruit, as in Massachusetts, would solve the whole 

uestion at once, and recruits would svon be plentiful. 

ven $25—the Connecticut allowance—would clear the wa, 
for many who wish tojoin. The expense to the State woul 
oniy be for recruits during the coming year, for the men 
now in service would be too glad, we doubt not, to present 
the State with all their past exp , in ideration of 
future immunity. The present State allowance ($6.25 for 
equipments and uniform) is really an insult to any man’s 
understanding, if offered a san inducement to enter the ser- 
vice. The real fact is that there is no inducement on earth 
or any man to enter the New York National Guard, except 
88 a political colonel or general, to gain popularity and votes. 
Any one else, officer or man, who enters the State forces, 
assumes a load of care tor which there is absolutely no re- 
turn made by the State. They work hard and have their 
work for their pains. his ought not to be eo. There is 
consideraole pleasure in military life, and if it can be car- 
ried on without absolute pecuniary loss, enthusiastic young- 
sters soon forget the want of. positive return in their pride 
of knowledge gained. But as time goes on, and the utter 
thanklessness of the task in New York State becomes evi- 
dent, the best and most enthusiastic become disgusted, 
lose heart, and gor careless. So it wasin the four regi- 
ments lately disbanded. With State aid, as in New England, 
they would have done well. They were recruited amon 
poor working men, the very best of all material for rea 
soldiers. They failed for lack of inducements to encourage 
recruits. The officers grew disheartened, neglected their 
tactics, and the regiment went down. 

Now for a while the disbandments have left us in a better 
state, but how long will it last? By next year there will be 
more regiments wanting disbanding. There are two that 
we know of in Brooklyn, that are to the fullas bad, if not 
worse than the disbanded ones. How are these to be saved ? 
In only one way can they, by destroying the cause of de- 
moralization. At present the service is purely voluntary 
and a free gift from the men. Pay for it honestly, and the 
whole basis of contract changes. Inefficient officers can be 
promptly cleared out, worthless recruits expelled, a better 
class of men enlisted, the status of the regiment rise. Then 
it will be possible for the Governor to issue an order (it 
requires no law) to enforce strict examinations of officers, 
to keep his inspectors at real work, to weed close. An offi- 
cer’s position would then have something to recommend it ; 
at present the only check on its abuse is the disgrace of 
expulsion, which amounts to but little outside of military 
circles. In the uniforming and payment of the troops by 
the State lies the first and best method of improving their 
discipline. The —~ | reason we have not had it before, is 
because the National Guard has not demanded it as a right. 





It can be done now, by means of the State Military Associ- | y 


ation, when it meets in Albany on the fourth Tuesday of 
January, 1876. That body is chartered by the State for the 
express purpose of suggesting improvements in the State 
military egislation, and all National Guardsmen are entitled 
to be members thereof. If every regiment will send dele- 

ates, or every brigade, or every division, as may be judged 
Best, and those delegates are pledged in advance toa cer- 
tain line of conduct, the difficulties and troubles of New 
York militia will vanish like smoke. Allit needs is courage. 
Last year the State Military Association was taken in hand 
to effect reforms, but uniuckily a party of elderly maiden 
ladies was allowed to influence the deliberations. They 
were afraid of the country members, afraid of this, afraid of 
that. The result was that they tamely gave up, in the tax 
exemption, about $50 a year per man, and accepted in lieu 
thereof the magnificent sum of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents ($1.25). It is to be hoped that these old ladies will 
not be allowed in the Association this year. 

One uliar reason, for 1876, why our men should be 
paid and uniformed, is on account of the Philadelphia Cen- 
tennial. If they go as a State body, paid by the State, and 
brigaded under State officers, they will do well. If they go 
independently, as regimen‘s, paying their own expenses, it 
is absolutely certain than somoene willidisgrace the State and 
the country, before the eyes of every foreign prince and 
general who comes to see the exposition. It will be abso- 
jutely impossible to keep every regiment in discipline ; and 
Irom our own experience of them all we venture to say 
that not one, except the Seventh, in such a case will have a 
well regulated and oe one Either they should S 
as brigades, paid, and in discipline, or they should not 
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suffered to go out of ‘the State with State arms, to run the 
risk of the State by lax discipline. The tion 
of 1876 wi sei the Ss ae cates in 

mp eke years to come, and of none more than 
our citizen soldiers. ‘It will not be sufficient to march well 
on the street. They can do that as well in Europe. om 
lish volunteers, French Gardes Nationales, German Land- 
wehr, and all the European regulars are up to our average 
hree. It is by the quiet and order of camps, the pre- 
cision of guard duty, the silence after taps, the absence 
of drunken men in uniform in camp or city, the habit of 
saluting officers on all occasions, that we shall be judged by 
the severe Euglish, French, an n critics. If New 
York troops go to Philadelphia at their own expense, these 
are just the points that will be neglected. There will be a 
very handsome parade, followed by a general orgie, in which 
National Guardsmen wil! be seen all over Philadelphia, in 
every place except. camp. To prevent the possibility of 
this, 1t will be necessary to pay and transport the troops, 
= to keep them under military law, and prevent mob 
rule. 





Tae DispanpMents.—Of course there has been a great 
deal of mournful complaint about the late New York city 
disbandments, but the fiat has gone forth and the orders 
are being executed. General Shaler has issued the First 
Division order, the First Brigade has followed suit, and the 
Seventy-ninth by present orders will have c to exist 
before New Year’s day, 1876. General Ward, of the First 
Brigade, has set an example of promptness in obedieuce, 
which Generals Vilmar and Varian would do well to. follow. 
It is time that.the New York City Division shook off the 
old lazy business. The orders in the Second and Third 
Brigades ought to be out as promptly as in the First. Dis- 
bandments are disagreeable jobs, and the sooner they are 
over the better. General Shaler’s order is prompt and 
soldierlike. ‘*Upon the receipt of this order, the com- 
manding officets of the several organizations transferred 
will immediately report in writing, to the commanding 
ofticers of the brigades to which they are transferred. The 
commanding officers of the several brigades will transmit 
the retained copies of the ter andi tion rolls and 
the last quarterly return, of the organizations transferred 
from their respective brigades, to the commanding officers 
of the brigades to which they are transferred, with such 
other official papers pertaining to the same which may 
remain to be acted on. Upon the completion of the dis- 
bandments (which will be proceeded with without delay), 
aud of the transfers ordered respectively, the several 
brigade commanders will make report thereof in writing to 
these headquarters.” 

General Ward in the First Brigade, says: ‘‘ Pursuant to 
orders from GeneralJHeadquarters, 8S. N. Y., and headquar- 
ters Fi:st Division, the Seventy-pinth regiment Infantry 
will be mustered out of service on «hursday, December 30, 
by Major Robert Lenox Belknap, Brigade Inspector. Colo- 
nel Joseph Laing will parade his command at their armory 
at 8 o’clock Pp. m., on the day above designated, and will see 
that the necessary muster out rolls, and invoices of public 
roperty, are properly prepared, and ready at that time.’ 
hat is the proper way to do business. The prospects of 
the First New York Division are great] improved by the 
disbandments. Every brigade is benetited. The First gets 
the strongest German regiment in the city. The Second 
_ two splendid regiments. The Third gets, in exchange 
or its poorest regiment, the best yoy Irish regi- 
meut in New York. The removal of the Ninth and Seventy- 
first, while a loss to their old brigades, will be an incalcula- 
ble gain to the Second. It only remains for each brigade 
to work hard and in unison to turn out a fine division for 
Philadelphia. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH InFanTRY.—Application having been 
made to the headquarters of this command by a body 
of men numbering fifty for admission as a company into the 
regiment, an inspection of the companies will be made 
during the drill season, the result of which will decide 
which companies will be disbanded or consolidated tu cre- 
ate a vacancy therefor. The average attendance at com- 
pery drills must exceed twenty-five per cent. Captain A. 

. Peck, 1. R. P., assisted by Quartermaster Joseph M. 
Carville, is ordered to inspect the arms, equipments, and 
other property of the regiment. Acting Adjutant George 
H. Thompson will make a thorough inspection of all non- 
commissioned ofticers, and report all delinquencies to 
headquarters of the command. His recommendation will 
overn in all cases where ignorance of duty or inattention 
to drills: necessitates reduction to ranks. Captain of com- 
panies will be careful that on drill nights their company 
armories are used for no other purpose ; that fire and light 
are provided ; and that ingress and egress to and from the 
armory is had directly from the street. Any infraction of 
this rule must be reported to regimental hoadquarters ; 
failing to do so, o— will be preferred against the cap- 
tain commanding such company. Active preparations are 
being made by allthe regiments throughout the State to 
collect a fund to take them to the Centennial exhibition at 
Philadelphia next summer. The colonel hopes the Twenty- 
seventh regiment will display its usual energy, and be 
among the first to go. Knapsacks, overcoats, and blankets 
will be essential on this excursion, and prepara tions 
should at once be made to procure them. 


Tue CENTENNIAL.—General Shaler, of the First New York 
Division, has lately issued the following order, which 
touches on an important point. He says: ‘‘It is desirable 
that all organizations of this division intending to partici- 
pate in the Centennial ceremonies at Philadelphia next 
ear, should report such intention to these headquarters. 
The major-general commanding is in communication with 
the authorities on this subject, and will give the matter of 
aiding such organizations in the furtherance of that inten- 
tion, his personal attention.” It is earnestly to be hoped 
that all the New York troops who go will go together, as 
those of Connecticut and Massachusetts are almost certain 
to do, and compose a division under the command of Gene- 
ral Shaler. ‘At present ne 1s the division commander in 
New York who is most thoroughly competent for tho office of 
keeping such a mass of unruly material pete, and if 
something of the sort is not done, New York State will lose 
half the credit that may be gained by her troops at Poila- 
delphia, simply from minor failures in discipline, insepara- 
ble from a number of independent commands, without a 
common head. 





Tae CtnTENNIAL Lecion.—Floating paragraphs as to the 
proposed Centennial Legion, continue to circulate in the 
papers, the latest of which, from the ** Augusta Constitu- 
tiovalist” (Georgia), contains the following semi-official 
account : 

**We have already indicated the purpose of those patriotic 
military corps, the ton ae Infantry, presided over by the 
memorable Hon. Josiah Quincy as President and Hon. R. OC. 
Winthrop as Vice-President ; the ‘ Old Guard’ of New York, led 
by Major George W. McLean, President of the New 
York Stock Exchange, and representing a Wall street wealth in 
iis ranks; and the Washington Light Infantry of Charleston, 
headed by Hon. W. D. Porter, Colonel Simonton, General Connor, 
Colonel Simons, Colonel Andrews, Judge Bryan, General Capen, 
Rev. A. Toomes Porter and others, ex-ofticers of note, to organ- 








ize a Legiop,-to comprise a single command from each ef the 
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‘old thirteen colonies.’ Each section is to enroll a battalion ; 
and the three battalions will be made up as follows: That from 
New paged under * Boston Light Infantry,” that from the 
Middle States by the ‘Old Guard’ of New York, while that from 
the South will be organized by the Washington Light Infantry. 
From an official letter received here, we learn that the organiza- 
tion of the Southern Battalion is now complete, except a repre- 
sentation from ‘the old Maryland line.” The following com- 
mands have been enrolled : The Norfolk Light Artillery Blues 
(1828), Virginia ; the Fayetteville Independent a Infantry 
(1793), North Carolina; the Washington Light Infantry (1807), 
South Carolina; the Clinch Rifles (1836), Georgia, and a response 
from Maryland may be soon expected. Each company will 
carry the colors of the State it represents, and the whole pro- 
cane promiees to make up a splendid command—in all, a light 

attery, a squadron (2 cos) of cavalry and ten companies of in- 
— This is all that we are authorized to make mention of 
now, but we think we may add that if the plans for the Legion 
work out as poapectes, it will be one of those memorable sucees- 
ses which will do much, ‘ pro patria,’ and go down to posterity 
in bright remembrance. The men who fought in 1861-65 are to 
meet and shake hands in Philadelphia in 1876, upon the broad 
platform of mutual honor and self-respect.” 

This programme contemplates a new Bunker Hill parade 
on a larger scale, and if it succeeds only half as well as that 
did, it will do an excellent work. For our own part we shall 
be very happy tv do allin our power to help the Legion, 
and invite from its members aud chiefs, North and South, 
all the specific information on its progress that they can 
send us, with the age of the different commands, etc. 


SEVENTY-NINTH InwFaNTRY.—In compliance with brigade or- 
ders, New York, December 24, 1875, this command was ordered 
to assemble in fatigue uniform black belts, white gloves, etc., at 
the regimental aimory, 139 and 141 West Twenty-tuird street, on 
Thursday evening, December 30, 1875, to be mustered out of the 
National Guard of the State of New York. Assembly at 7:30 
a’clock. First sergeant’s call at 7:45 o'clock. Regimental line 
formed at 8 o'clock, Fiela and staff, non-commissioned staff 
band and field music, reporting at 7:30 r.m. The commandant 
of Company E detailed one corporal and one file for = duty 
at the armory on the above evening, at 7:30 o'clock, sharp. The 








‘regimental team and other members of this command, having 


rifles, returned them to the regimental armorer. The officers 
and men of this command who had — as marksmen, were 
presented on the above evening with the Marksman’s Badge, as 
rescribed in orders from General Headquarters, State of New 
ork. Thecolone] commanding, in issuing this his last order 
severing his long connection with the officers and men of this 
regiment, who have so — and fearlessly done their duty on 
the field of batile, and who have so honorably conducted them- 
selves, both as marksmen and citizen soldiers siuce their return 
to the National Guard, State of New York, owns that an ex- 
tremely unpleasant duty devolves upon him, but knows that it 
will be carried out in every detail by both officers and men of 
this command, knowing as they do that the first duty of a soldier 
is to obey orders, and in their so doing the regimeut adds to the 
glory of its record; respect to the memory of the brave comrades 
who fell in defence of the Union in its hour of peril. 

The above farewell order of Colonel Laing to the late Seventy- 
ninth New York is a model for others to follow. The Seventy- 
ninth was the best by far of all the disbanded regiments, and is 
yet the first to yield tc orders. It isto be hoped that the bri- 
gade commanders concerned in the other disbandments and 
transfers will take the same measures as General Ward before 
long, for at present their uusoldierly slackness is in remarkable 
contrast with the promptness of First Brigade action. It is time 
that the other regiments, not half so worthy of sympathy, were 
safely disbanded, and the State rid of the incubus they occasion 


VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Company F, Fifth New York, has elected Louis Gerner first 
lieutenant. 

— LieuTENnant Douglas, of Company B, Eighth New York, has 
resigned. 

— Captain Albert Marrer, of the Fifty-fifth New York, re- 
signed December : just in time to escape disbandment orders. 

— Company I, Ninth New York, —~ elected C. Haussman 
second lieutenant. Company C elected H. F. Kennedy and G. 
Huzzy lieutenants. ' 

-- THE last elections befere disbandment in the Fifty-fifth 
New York were Lieutenants Bayer and Moody, Company I. 

— THE “Veteran Corps” gift enterprise in Boston is aban- 
doned. It is well. The veterans are to go on their own respon- 
sibility. 

— Tue Klein Troop of Cavalry, First New York Division, 
elected EK. Miller second lieutenant, vice Kopf, resigned. 

— Commissary Joseph Seitz, of the Thirty-second New York, 
has tendered his resignation. 

— CoLone. Vose, of the Seventy-first New York, reported 
for uuty in the Second Brigade, and was received by General 
Vilmar with open arms. 

— Captain Whitclaw, of the Eighth New York, has re.igned as 
captain, and accept-d a commission as regimental quartermastor, 
vice Arnold. who was commissioned several years ago but has 
failed to put in an appearance. 

— Masor Conklin, of the Eighty-fourth New York, not wish- 
ing to be rendered supernumerary, resigned his commission the 
20th of December, a day too late forthe fair. 

— SeveRat of the companies of the various militia organiza- 
tions in Massachusetts are drilling two evenings a week on ac- 
count of the Centennial. 

#*__ HEREAFTER the subscription matches at Creedmoor Jr. will 
Be Tuesdays instead of Wednesdays; entrance, $1, and compe- 
tition ten shots per man. 

-- Company D, Ninth New Jersey, took possession of their 
new armory in Odd Fellows Hall, Jersey City, Saturday, Decem- 
ber 18. 

— Company F (Sheridan Rifles) First Massachusetts, holds its 
ninth annual ball New Year’s evening at Minot Hail, Boston. 
The Boston Lancers had their “children’s party’’ Wednesday 
evening, December 29, at their armory. 

— Poor Captain Hallen, of the Fourteenth New York, once 
major of the Fifth New York, after being extensively victimised 
by bis company, has resigned. He was always too good hearted 
and generous for them, and they will never get as good a man. 

— On Thursday evening, December 23, Colonel Roehr gave the 
sergeants of the Thirty-second New York a dose of theorectical 
instruction. They need it badly. 

— Tue Kings County Armory, occupied by the Twenty-eighth 
and Thirty-second New York, is a coldinstitution. It seems the 
Board of Supervisors have failed to make provisions for its 
warmth, and the men have to freeze for their neglect. 

— Tue Hudson River Rifle Association will start 1,000 yards 
shooting in the spring, and the lines of fire are to radiate from a 
common centre or vice versa, 80 a8 to enable several ranges to 
be used at the same time. 

— Tue Seventh regiment Rifle Gallery is now one of the most 
complete in the city, and will be kept in use all the winter by a 
series of matches, for the ‘ Rifles,” ‘* Rifle Club Badge,” and 
** Regimental Badge.” Besides this a diamond badge for 200 and 
500 yards at scaled targets. 

— On Tuesday evening, January 11, 1876, Company I, Twenty- 
seventh New York, commanded by Captain Chat eld, have a 
ball at Portchester. The occasion is sure to gather a handsome 
assemblage, as Company I is the crack company of the Twenty- 
seventh, while it behaves as well as it has hitherto. 

-- Tue Fifth Massachusetts lately bad an “elementary drill" 
so called, which was merely a battalion drill, at the Boston Urill 
Shed. Colonel Trul!l commanded, and had a battalion of 120 
men, officers and all, divided into tencompanies. Such a drill as 
this is very little nse. Four companies of sixteen filvs each, full 
would have been much better in every respect, and more would 
have been learned. 

-— Companr K, Seventy-first New York, will give a cornpli- 
mentary ball at the regimental armory on Wednesday evening, 
January 12, 1876, The music will be by the “North German 
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Military Band,” Herr 8S. F. Garthdirector. This wi’ 
appearance in this country at a ball, as a musical » 
band, and on that occasion they will wear the regu. 
form of chasseurs of the Prssian army. ‘ 

~— Company F, Second Connecticut (New Haven Grays), elec. 4 
First Lieutenant E. A. Gessner captain, vice Hendrick, promoted; 
Secoud Lieutenant L. L. Morgan first lieutenant, vice Gessner, 








and ay 8. Canington second lieutenant, vice Morgan, on 
Wednesday evening, December 22. This fee oe f is the one 
Centennial 


selected to. represent Connecticut in the propo: 
Legion. 


— Tue celebration of the ninety-ninth anniversary of the bat- 
tle of Trenton took place on Monday, December 27. The troops 
were made up of young men, who undertook to represent Wash- 
ington’s Army in 1876. The celebration attracted a large num- 
ber of people from the surrounding country. 

— AT a special meeting of Battery A, Second New Jersey Divi- 
sion. located at Union Hill, New Jersey, held several nights ago, 
Second Lieutenant Philip Ling was unanimously elected to fill 
the position of first lieutenant, left vacant by Louis Mitchel, Jr. 
Private Peter Bunkens was appointed in Linn’s place. It was 
also decided to purchase new and more appropriate uniforms 
for the company, and for that purpose a committee was selected. 


— In California a new bill has been introduced by State Senator 

Laine to make some reforms in the militia, all in the right direc- 
tion, to abolish the fancy names of companies still prevailing, 
and to substitute the letters of the alphabet therefor. The bill 
provides also for the assumption of the United States uniform by 
the whole militia. 
» — THE regular Wednesday Subscription Match at Creedmoor 
Junior, took place on December 29, five shots per man off-hand, 
100 —_ distance, at 200 yard target half size. The successful 
marksmen were : Ist, T. C. Banks, score 23; 5th,W. H. Sabin, 
score 22; 10th, F. Backofen, score 21; 15th, 8S. E. Condon, score 
21; 20th, H. 8. Jewell, score 21. 

— THE right wing of the pape hee New York, composed of 
Companies A, C, F, D, and G, is directed to assemble in fatigue 
uniform (white belts), at the State Arsenal, on Tuesday evening, 
January 4, at 8o’clock. Commanders of —_—— must report 
to the ye immediately after drill (for fine) any members 
who shall fail to appear at roll-call. ‘whe non-commissioned ofti- 
cers will assemble at the armory in fatigue uniform (black body 
belts on Tuesday evenings, January 11 and 25, for practical in- 
struction. 

— Ir is rumored that some important changes are soon to take 
place in the field of the Sixty-ninth New York. by which an 
access of young and vigorous blood will be infused into that 
regiment. We sincerely trust that the centemplated arrange- 
ments may take effect, for there is no question that with field 
ofticers capable of inspiring eathusiasm, the Irish regiment can 
be made one of the strongest in the State of New York, and that 
within three months. 

— A SupscripTion Match camo off Christmas day at Creed- 
moor Junior. Terms of match—ten shots off-hand. Entrance, 
$1; one half entrance money to be divided between first, fifth, 
and tenth best scores. The winners were: C. G. Zettler, score 
44; H. Fielding, score 41; W. L. Burton, score 31. On Wednes- 
day, the 29th, the second regular Subscription Match took place. 
Entrance, fifty cente. Prizes divided as follows: One-half en- 
trance money divided between first, fifth, tenth, twentieth, and 
thirtieth best scores. 

— Tue fifth contest for the Turf, Field and Farm Cups was 
shot Thursday, December 23, at Conlins. Conditions—Ten shots; 
rifle; off-hand; 200 yards, Wimbledon target reduced for the 110 
feet range. The first cup was won by Chas. A. Cheever, score 
40; second cup by J.O. Wright, for second time, 34; third, by 
J. Woodward, score of 25 points. The Forest and Stream 
badges will be shot for Thursday, December 30, at 4 P. m., at 
Conlins. All comers are invited to participate. 

— Ir is pretty well decided now that. the whole Massachusetts 
Divixion of Militia isto go to Philadelphia in a body for the Cen- 
tennial. It can be done in the same manner as by Connecticut, 
without additional expense, by the pavsage of an act of the 
Legislature giving permission to the division to encamp at Phila- 
delphia instead of Framingham, and the necessary act is 
expected to be passed to that effect, as soon as the session com- 
mences. Vermont will almost certainly follow suit with her 
regiment and ba:tery. 

-— THE Boston regiments have now in the “‘ drill shed’ of the 
Institute of Techno.ogy a large hall very well adapted for bat- 
talion drills, similar to but bé@tter than the New York City 
** Arsenal.” Itbas-lately been Opened, but the regiments appear 
to be slow in availing themeelves of its use, and our Massachu- 
setts correspondents are continually scoldiug thereat. As long 
as we are certain that the time is not being wasted, but spent in 
good sburp squad and company drills, we are disposed to say, let 
the battalion drills gotill February. The great trouble is that in 
militia companies elementary driils are sure to languish, if left 
to company officers. They need a field officer constantly on duty 
to watch and suggest improvements. This is what is needed in 
the First Massachusetts. 

— Tue English team for 1876 is all selected now, and the 
marksmen are practicing the back position, to asionish the 
Yanks. There 1s, however, a difference, email but artful, which 
reminds one of Ah Sin, Sir Henry Halford, the team captain, 
writes to Judge Gildersleeve “ that the British marksmen have 
adopted the back position ia shooting, and to lessen the recoil, 
nee # etirrup which they attach to the trigger guard and in which 
they place the foot, aud requested information as to whether 
such @ contrivance would be permitted iu this country.” We 
suppose that is unnecessary tu pause for a reply. ‘The Fulton 
porition must be taken with all its danger: to jaws and nose; 
for the stirrup must decidedly comes under the head of artificial 
rest. 

— On Thursday evening, December 23, the various companies 
in the Thirty-second New York were represented at a meeting 
held at the urmory to take action in the matter of National Guard 
reform, It was unanimously resolved that the Legislature be 
petitioned to pay every enlisted man $2 for every parade he at- 
tends; also, that acommittee of three be appointed to confer 
with like committees of the other regiments in the Second Divi- 
sion, This is a good beginning. Let every regiment do the 
same, gnd send np delegates to the Military Association cha: ged 
Zo insist on similur measures. 

— THE sixth annual ball of the Thirty-second New York drum 
corps wes the event in the Military Hall, Williamsburgh, on 
Monday night. Mayer’s regimental band never played better; 
the ladies never danced better; the men in helmets never looked 
better. Among the latter we recoynized Captain Wunder, Cap- 
tain Kissel, Lieutenants Diedrich, Miller, Plant, and Major Fred, 
Karcher. On this oceasion everything tasted better than usual, 
and the drum corps of the Fifth and Eleventh never enjoyed 
themselves better. Drum-Major Michael Mehling’s corps und 
their friends retired better pieased with this night’s pleasure 
than ever before. However, with some of those who never felt 
better, it seems, “the evening's amusements did not bear the 
morning’s reflection,” and they fee] better now. 

— Tue Christmas matches at jGlendrake were very cheerless, 
but developed good shooting under difticu'ties. he weather 
was damp and misty, the targets hard to see at times for fog, 
the smoke hung in the air and hid everything for two or three 
minutes at a time, and the shooting (300 yards, starding, at third 
class targets) was of the very hardest kind. No marksman has 
yet, in any of the matches at this range and targets, succeeded 
ju making an average of centres in seven shots. The nearest is 
Mr. Backofen, of the Forty-seventh. ‘The Christmas matches{were 
won by marksmen as follows: I. de Peyster Badge,—Backvfen, 
Forty-seventh New York (second consecutive victory), score 26 
out of 35. II. Ladies’ Match.—Backofen, score 20 out 25. III. 
Alicomers Match.—W. $. Bevan, score 26 out of 35. IV. Sub- 
scription Mutch.—Homer Fisher, score 18 out of 25. The other 
prams winners were Lieutenant J. A. Gee, Eighth New York; 
Ceptain Bradley, I. R. P., Forty-seventh New York; Lieutenant 
Brown, same regiment; Major Brownell, same regiment; Captain 
Barker, I, K. P., Eightn New York; T. Duke, Scottish American 
iisle Club, 

— Ws are sorry, for the credit of journalism in particular, 
that pur Connecticut friends have made a sad mirtake over the 
gy England colungl whose wedding garments ‘were stolen. 

ith one accord they have decided, out of their inner consciou 
ness, that the escaped bridegroom was the Jieutenant-colonel o 
the Fourth Connecticut. Now this will notdo,gentlemen, Con- 
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zcticut is not the whole of New England. There are a few out- 

ing villages, such as Boston, New Hampshire, Brattleboro’, 
fall River, Maine, Massachusetts, etc., all.ef which rejoice in 
handsome colonels; and a lieutenant-colonel is not a colonel 
either, by a whole step. Connecticut is a great State, and has 
a splendid militia. She has handsome colonels; and equall 
beautifal subalterns, not*to mention the editor of the Knapsack, 
and the dram-majorof the First. But she must not —_— that 
she monopolizes all the handsome men in the service. The 
lieutenant-colonel of the Fourth is so well known as-an incor- 
rigible bachelor that the accusation ought never to have neared 
him, and we blush for our brethren in Connecticut. Try again, 
gentlemen, and don’t bark up the wrong tree a second time. A 
strict examination of all the tramps who look better dressed than 
usual may lead to developments in time; butinner conscious- 
ness, as far as our experience extends, is a poor guide for editors 
in matters of news. 

— Drviston drills under the eupervision of either of the field 
officers are ordered to be resumed in the Fifth New York. Com- 
panies F and E, Mondays; Companies I and G, Tuesdays; Com- 
panies D and C, Wednesdays; Companies H and B, Thursdays: 
Companies A and K, Fridays, The commissioned and non-com- 
missfoned officers will assemble at the armory, in fatigue uni- 
form, for drill and instruction as follows: Commissioned officers 
on January 5, February 1, and March 8, 1876; Sergeants (includ- 
ing color-bearers, right and left general guides, and markers) on 
January 13, February 9, and March 14, 1876; officers and non-com- 
missioned officers, January 19, February 18, and March 23, 1876. 
Roll-ca)l at 8 o’clock P, Mm. The regiment will assemble in fatigue 
uniform, at the State Arsenal, corner of Thirty-fifth street and 
Seventh avenue, by wing, for drill and instruction. on dates below 
mentioned : Right wing (Companies F, E, I, G, D), Monday, Jan- 
uary 17, February 14, and Wednesday, March ‘1, 1876; left wing 
(Companies C, H, B, K, A), Monday, January 24, February 21, 
March 27,.1876. Roll-call of companies at 7:45P.m. The fol- 
lowing appointments are annonnced in orders: Frederick Whit- 
taker, captain and'I. R.P., with rank from November 18, 1875; 
Felix H. Heyman, first lieutenant and commissary of subsistence, 
vice Timken, promoted, with rank from October 25, 1875; 





RHODE ISLAND. 


Firru BattTaLion.—Company D, of this battalion, was in- 
spected Monday, December 20, at 8:30 P. m., by General Dennis. 
Arms and equipments in good order; drili and — gen- 
erally good. Company E was inspected at Woonsocket, R. I.. 
Tuesday, December 2i, at 8:30 Pp. M., by General Dennis. State 
property in poor condition; drill and discipline very far below 
staudard. Company F was inspected Wednesday, December 22, 
at 8:35 Pp. u., by General Dennis. Company appearing well; in 
good drill and discipline. Inspection over, Captain McPherson 
was presented with an elegant dress sword, belt, and epaulettes, 
by his command. 

Fourta BaTTa.ion.—-Company A was inspected at Woon- 
socket, R. I., December 21, at 9:15 Pr. m., by General Dennis. 
Drill and discipline very poor, and arms not properly cared for. 
This commend — many ridiculous interpretations of 
tactics, among which was their order arms, the first motion of 
order executed at first part of command; second motion at com- 
mand of execution, the arms coming down with a crash. We 
would call the attention of officers to par. 75, page 33, of the tac- 
tics, which says, ** lower the piece gently to the ground.” If all 
officers would learn this, we should have fewer broken locks. 

Diviston HEADQUARTERS.—The officers of the division R. I. M., 
in pursuance to a call by the major-general, met at Providence 
for the purpose of getting an expression,in regard to amendments 
to the militia law, and also.to considera plan for forming an 
association for drill, instruction, and other purposes. The meet- 
ing was largely attended, and a committee appointed to report a 
plan of organization, and call other meetings. 

Rirte Matrers.—The members of the Rhode Island Amateur 
Rifle Club had a match at What Cheer Range, Greenwood; prize, 
a field glass, valued at fifty dollars Conditions—600 yards, fifteen 
shots; any position; h, p. s. 75. Scores: 
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All used Remington Creedmoor rifles. Mr. Rabbeth’s score is 
surprisingly good, and the best yet made at 600 yards. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

First BrigaADE.—Visitors to. Camp Gaston last summer will 
remember with pleasure the great improvement in military order 
and discipline which prevailed in the camp. of the First Massa- 
chusetts Brigade in 1875, over that of the ame camp in 1874, and 
those who were acquainted with the internal economy of the 
camp, ascribed the improvement to the efficiency of the provost 
guard under ope Eben R. Frost, Brigade Provost Marshal. 
‘The many friends of this estimable and efficient officer will be 

ained to hear of his death, which occurred in Boston on 
Monday, December 20, with great suddenness. A fire breaking 
out in the ** Rice School,”’ of which Captain Frost was a manager, 
he started from his house near by to render assistance, and 
suddenly fell dead in an apoplectic fit. His funeral took place 
on Thursday, December 25, and was attended by the whole of 
the First Brigade staff, the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Com- 
pany and the Columbian Lodge, F. A.M. The direction of the 
obsequies was in the hands of Colonel Moore and Major Stetson, 
ef the First Brigade staff. The casket was borne by the follow- 
ing pall bearers: Major S. A. Bolster and Captain Horace J. 
Hooton, of the staff of the First Brigade; John Capen and 
James P. Gordon, representing the church; Captain George B. 
Brown.and Lieutenant Horatio N. Crane, of the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery; and William J. Stearns and Sylvester Trull, 
of Columbian Lodge. Captain Frost was a very valuable officer 
in the’ Massachusetts State troops, and his loss will be deeply 
felt. We.were personally indebted to him and his family for 
much kindness during our visit to Camp Gaston last year, which 
we shall never forget. Captain Frost was formerly a captain in 
the old Second regiment, Massachusetts militia, but he has been 
on the staff of the First Brigade for six ) ears, at first as judge- 
advocate, then as aide-de-camp, and recently as provost marshal. 
He was a member of the Scheo!l Committee from 1869 to 1872, and 
was again chosen this year to till a vacancy occasioned by the 
retirement of Charles L. Flint, Esq. He was formerly acjutant 
of the A, and H. Artillery Company. The funeral ceremonies 
were closed with the Masonic rit yal, 

THERE is at the present time no reason to appre- 
hend any difficulties with Spain, writes the Wash- 
ington Correspondent of the WV. Y. Herald. The ne- 
gotiations are going on in an amicable spirit, and 
there is reason to believe they will continue to do so, 
There was a time previous to the publication of the 
Message and when its tone and sentiments on the 
Spanish and Cuban relations had been determined 
on, when some apprehension was felt that Spain 
would suddenly take offence at the tone of that docu- 
ment. It was then thought proper to bring the fleet 
into a condition and situation for any emergency 
which might arise. This andthe usual removal of 
vessels froin the Northern coast to the South of Hat- 
teras on the approach of winter, accounts for the 
concentration of ships of war at the present time. 
The preparation and concentration are now substan- 
tially completed, and persons familiar with the re- 
cent operations of the Navy say that. a fleet of nearly 
or quite forty wooden ships, at least twelve iron- 
clads and one or two torpedo boats, can be collected 
at Norfolk or Port Royal within a week. All these 
ships are heayily armed and fully equipped and need 
only the enlistment of full crews to make them ready 
for active operations. It is evident, however, that 








the crisis is past, at least for the present, and that 


there isin the Navy ent and elsewhere no 
sign of such preparations as would look toimmediate 
operations. 

Onz of the greatest points of interest in the present 
Centennial bcd now opening, will undoubtedly be the 
meetings of the great army societies of veterans, to: 
gether with the many State militia o a, in 
the grand parades about Independence Day. ordet 
to; accommodate the various societies, the G. A. R. 
have officially decided on June 28 as being the best 
time for their meeting. It is expected that the other 
socicties will meet on the other dates between 
that and July 4, and on the latter day to have a Veteran 
Re-union—embracing all soldiers and sailors who 
served during the war. The Grand Army Committee 
will be able to arrange for quarters, either tents or bar- 
racks, as well as boarding houses for those who may 
bring their families. A joint committee should, how- 
ever, be formed to represent all veteran societies, and ~ 
the Adjutant-General G. A. R. is now laboring to 
effect that junction. It will save thousand of dollars 
in the aggre tte to those who are members of two or 
more societies—if they can meet in the same week. 
The membership of the G. A. R. is composed of men 
from all the different organizations—Army and Navy. 

THE Washington correspondent of the New York 
Herald writes: 

As usual Suing one of these spasmodic efforts to bring 
about economy the first red flag which seems to catch the 
eye of the economical bull is the Army, and all sorts of 
rumors are afloat as to the extent and character of the re- 
duction which is to be brought about in this branch of the 
Service, a branch, too, by the way, the administration of 
whose affairs and the performance of whose duties are char- 
acterized by more honesty and official integrity than per- 
tains to any other department under which anything like 
80 many millions of the public funds are annually disbursed, 
In round numbers the Army appropriation amounts to 
about $40,000,000, while it is claimed that an army of suffi- 
cient size can be maintained at an annual cost not to exceed 
$20,000,000; and to this latter amount the party now con- 
wemng Ee purse strings proposes to reduce the oppress 
tion. The public and even members of Con will be 
surprised to learn that the Regular Army, as it exists at 
present—-about 25,000 strong—actually costs the Govern- 
meut but little above $20,000,000. The excess of the 
appropriation amounting to nearly one-half the en- 
tire amount, is expended upon public works and dis- 
bursements of various kinds, some of which have no 
more connection with the Army than they have with the 
public school question or with ono of a dozen other 
questions now before the ae. hatever the reduction 
is to be the numerous and high ranking officers here, repre- 
senting the various staff Departments of the Army, have 
not been so exercised in mind for years over a prospect of 
unfriendly legislation as at the present time. The maxi- 
mum number ot the Regular Army as at present allowed by 
law is 25,000. Itis poven’ to reduce this number to 15,- 
000 men, ard, with this great reduction of the Line or fight- 
ing part of the Army, it is proposed to make an equal ,or 

reater reduction in the list of general officers as well as 
throughout the different staff corps. The latter have al- 
ways succeeded in recent years when an unfriendly blow 
hag been aimed at the Army by Congress to dodge it and 
allow the line to bear the brunt, but it poy that social 
influences and personal favors cannot be of any avail in the 
.proposed cutting down. From ‘sources entitled to credi 
the reduction from 25,000 to 16,000 in the Line is to be 
brought about by disbanding one regiment of artillery, two 


regiments of cavalry and five regiments of infantry. In- 
cluded among the regiments of cav: and infantry to be 
mustered out are the two regiments of colored cav and 


the two mere | regiments of colored infantry. This 
would terminate the experiment, for the present at least, 
of ey ny oe! colored soldiers, an experiment, by the way, 
which is hardly justified by success, judging from thepin- 
ions of officers of the Army who are supposed to be best in- 
formed upon the subject. Taking the opinion of officers 
high in rank, as well as members o rns yom of both parties 
hailing from frontier States, the Army in its present size is 
none too large to give the necessary protection to the fron- 
tier settlements and lines of travel. But the reduction 
which has partially been or will be proposed soon after the 
holidays, and which will strike the public with the greatest 
surprise, is that which is to be made among the leading 
generals. A determined effort is to be made to force the 
passage of a bill thrusting both Sherman and Sheridan, two 
of the three major-generals—Hancock, Schofield, and Mc- 
Dowell—and three of the brigadier-generals, from the Army, 
and ere them to civil life, with, perhaps, one year’s 
salary to begin the business of life upon. That a measure 
so sweeping or so unjust could find advocates in sufficient 
numbers in either House to pass it would be highly ques- 
tionable if presented alone and simply on its merits, but it 
will iu all probability be attached to some one of the large 
appropriation bills and forced through as a rider. Th@ 
Democrats will vote for it as a party measyre and ag a gtep 
in favor of economy. The Republicans, particularly jn the 
Senate, will hesitate in regard to voting againgt it for feay 
of committjng themselves Re the public eye against reform 
and economy. The effect af the bjll, as aketcled, would be 
to bring the Army down to the dimengions it borne in 1860, 
when a major-general, the highest rank then recognized by 
law, commanded the whole. Jt is questionable if such a 
measure, whether the result of real or pretended reform, 
will add to the numerical strength of the party responsible 
for it. There are several hundred thousand Union soldiers 
with their hundreds of thousands of friends, scattere 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, and who. 
when they see their old and favorite leaders—Sherman and 
Sheridan—rudely forced from the positions won by their 
heroic services for their country, banished too, by the votes 
of men who but a tew years ago were striving to destroy the 
Union, will ask themselves. if the time has not arrived to 
calla halt. The Navy will also be overhauled. 

Tue committee appointed to investigate the affairs of the 
Providence Tool Company submit a statement recommend- 
ing an extension upon the entire indebtedness, coverin 
thirty-six months from January 1 next, with equal semi. 
annual payments, commencing July 1, 1876, with jntereg' 
at seven per cent. perannum. The committee gay that, i 
the company can receive this indulgence from their ¢redi. 
tors, and thus ey their yalyable — we have 
confidence to believe that they will be to pay all their 
debts, both principal and interegt, in full, The committee 
express full confidence jn the integrity of the — of the 
company and of their intention to devote their entire 
energies to the fulfilment of the terms of the extension, if 
granted, and if within their ability to anticipate the time 
ot payment. The committee state the assets of the com- 
pany at $4,145,000 and the liabilities at $2,783,007. Welearg 
that we were mistaken in saying that the wae fom 
the Turkish government on its contract for loans had beeg 
eceived promptly. 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


Dr. TyNDALL’s work on Sound has been translated 
into Chinese, and published at the expense of the 
Chinese government, so that the translation is now 
sold in China at the mere cost of the paper and 
printing, ramely, 480 copper “cash,” or about one 
shilling and eightpence per copy. 

Tue materiel of the Russian Navy in all waters as 
given by the Broad Arrow from a ‘‘Russian official” 
source, consists of twenty-nine iron-clads and 193 un- 
armored vessels, mounting 527 guns. These figures 
exclude Peter the Great. The effective personnel is 
represented by eighty-two admirals, 1,222 superior 
and inferior commissioned naval officers, 512 quar- 
masters, 208 marine artillery officers, and 144 Naval 
enzineers, The total effective force stands at 24,500 
men, 

A vest of the relative merits of the Griffith 3 
bladed propeller and the Thorneycroft 8 bladed pro- 
peller on board H. M. 8, torpedo vessel Vesuvius 
showed a speed for the former of 9,347 knots as com 
pared with 9,833 knots for the latter. The weight of 
the Griffith and the Thorneycroft eee is about 
the same; but while the diameter of the former is 
6ft. 6 3-8 in., and the mean pitch 8ft. 11-16ths of an 
inch, the diameter of the latter is 6ft. 7in., and the 
pitch 7ft, 7-8ths of aninch. The difference in the 
conditions, including also a difference in expansien, 
will probably make another trial neceSsary. 


Tue first ironclad for the Portuguese navy was 
launched from the Thames Iron Works, London, 
Dec. 1, the anniversary of the declaration of Portu- 
guese independence. The Vasco da Gama is an iron- 
clad corvette intended for the defence of Lisbon and 
the River Tagus. She is 200ft. long, and 40ft. wide. 
At a mean draught of water of 17ft. she will displace 
2,497 tons. Her engines are expected to develop an 
indicated power of about 3,000 horses ; if that power 
is realized she will have aspeed of about 12 1-2 knots. 
She is built on the belt and central battery system. 
The armor-plating at the water line is ten inches 
thick, and the armor on the transverse bulkheads is 
six inches thick. The rig is very slight, consisting 
of two masts rigged “ fore and aft.” 


Cotone. Ahrendrup, who was in command of the 
Egyptian Army Corps which was surprised and 
almost annihilated by Abyssinians in a defile near 
Gundet, on the River Mareb, and who fell whilst 
leading his soldiers, was a Dane by birth, and an 
elder brother of Dr. Ahrendrup, who was placed at 
the head of the French Ambulances during the siege 
of Paris, unfortunately fell a victim to overwork, and 
was granted a public funeral, with all the honprs of 
a general of division, at the expense of the French 

overnment. A third brother is now serving in the 
Roast Danish Engineers, in which he has already 
distinguished himself. Colonel Ahrendrup had mar- 
ried into the family of an English nobleman. 


Tut Admiralty have resolved on throwing the 
operation for raising the Vanguard open to public 
competition. All parties tendering must furnish 
satisiactory evidence of their financial ability to 
undertake the work; undertake to deliver the ship 
either in a dry dock or at the entrance of one of Her 
Majesty's docks in such a state that she may be 
docked, and the delivery is to be considered incom- 
plete till she is safely docked. The ship is to be 
raised and delivered whole, and not in pieces; no 
payment is to be made, or any claim to payment 
arise, until the delivery is complete: the contractors 
are to be responsible for any infringement of pa:ent 
rights; the time by which the parties tenderin;; pro- 
pose to. begin operations and the probable date of 
completion are to be stated in the tender. All 
tenders are to be for a lump sum, to cover all charges, 
and not for a percentage on the value of the ship, 
but their lordships state that they will not bind 
themselves to accept any tender. Here is a chance 
for some enterprising Yankee. 


Tut Duke of Cambridge, Commander-in-Chief 
of the English army, recently inspected a new 
pattern of cavalry saddle which is thus de- 
scribed by the Army and Navy Gazette (of London): 
It consists of a plain saddle, lined with leather, 
and a large leather saddle-cloth, to which are attach- 
ed in the most simple and efiicient manner the usual 
articles of kit. Among its advantages may be men- 
tioned these: the man, in watering order, or drill or- 
der, can ride at least 16 to 20 lbs. lighter than with 
the saddle in present use. The man sits close down 
on his horse, the kit is judiciously distributed on the 
horse, and not perched above him several inzhes, as 
is the case with that in present use; consequently 
there is much less liability to sore back caused by the 
man changing his position on a long march. The 
cape is carried behind, and is very easily detached, 
thus giving the man a better and more commanding 
position for his bridle-hand, and much greater facil- 
ity for caping in wet weather. No valise will be 
worn, It takes much less time to strip than the pres- 
ent saddle, and takes less time to stowaway. The 
back of one of three horses that had mu:ched be- 
tween eighty and ninety miles in three days was ex- 
amined and no signs of sore back observed. The 
new saddle was then put on a horse, and fully equip- 
ped in marching order, and taken over the bar sev- 
eral times witheut anything shifting. 
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ARMY AND NAVY JOURN 


Tue Economiste Francais, in recording the expenses 
of the Sultan, says: “The Palace eipennitate has 
been £2,000,000 a year ever since his‘accession. His 
servants number 5,500. The harem has 1,200 in- 
mates. The Sultan has 25 aides-de-camp, seven 
chamberlains, six secretaries, and at least 150 em- 
ployes with various tunctions. There are 50 medical 
men, 150 black eunuchs, and 100 harem messengers, 
Many of these servants are married, and feed their 
families with the broken meat, while they have 
under-cervants, so that 7,000 persons are daily fed 
in the Palace, at an average cost of 5 f. a day, or 
£500,000 a year. The horses, 600 in number, are 
mostly presented by the Khedive, who also annually 
sends custly jewels, pictures, and birds. Thestables 
cost at least £40,000 a year, and the harem £160,- 
000, while the pensions to the Imperial Family 
amount to £1,821,690, and repairs to the palaces and 
kiosques £80,000, not to speak of the Sultan’s pas 
sion for building, which since his accession must 
have swallowed up at least £560,000. His nominal 
Civil List being only £1,240,000, the remainder of 
£2,000,090 must figure in the Budget under other 
items. 


How closely the interests of the aristocracy are 
allied with those of the army in Prussia is evident 
from the following statistics gathered from the Prus- 
sian “ Army List” (Rang und Quartier Liste) for 1875, 
published at Berlin on the 30th of November. The 
royal family of Prussia counts fourteen of its mem- 
bers in the army, the Arnim family has forty-six, the 
Bismarck nineteen, the Alvensleben twenty-four, the 
Blucher fifteen, the Blumenthal fifteen, the Bulow 
thirty-two, the Kleish thirty-three, the Manteuffel 
thirteen, the Putthammer twenty-four, the Schwerin 
fifteen, the Seckendorff twelve, the Treskow twenty- 
three, the Wedell thirty-two, the Winterfeld twenty- 
eight, the /Wulffen eleven, and the Zastrow family 
ten. There are nine field-marshals in the Prussian 
army-—namely, the King of Saxony, the Crown 
Prince of Prussia, Prince Frederic Charles, the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg, Prince August of Wurtem- 
burg, Counts Wrangel, Moltke, Steinmetz, Roon 
Herwath von Bittenfeld, and Baron Manteuffel. The 
senior and oldest field-marshal is Count Wrangel, 
who is ninety-two years of age, and has been in the 
army for eighty years, and was raised to the rank of 
field-marshal in 1856. There are also in addition in 
the Prussian army fifty-three generals, sixty-six 
lieutenant-generals, and one hundred and fifty one 
major-generals. The youngest officer in the army is 
apparently Prince Frederic Leopold, son of Prince 
Frederic Charles, and who, although only ten years 
of age, is shown in the “ Army List” as second lieu- 
tenant in the First Regiment of the Guards, 


Tue second trial of the 81-ton gun, after the proof, 
took place December 9th, at the proof butts of the 
Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. The first round was 
fired with 220lb. of powder, the grains of which were 
cubes 1 1-2in. in diameter, and a projectile weighing 
1248lb. The velocity of this shot at the muzzle was 
1585ft. per second ; but the mean results recorded by 
the crusher gauges showed an expansive force of 24°1 
tons to the square inch. In the second round the 
charge of powder was 220lb., 1°7in. in diameter, the 
weight of the shot being 1246lb. This diminished 
the velocity to 1502ft. per seeond, whilst the pressure 
went down to 22°9 tons. The third round consisted 
of 220ib. of powder of two cubic inches in size, and 
a shot weighing 1242lb. This eaused a still further 
decrease in the velocity, which was recorded at 
1485ft. per second, the pressure being 21°7 tons, 
In the fourth round 230\b. of powder was employed, 
the size being 1°7 cubic inch. The velocity was thus 
increased to 1543ft. per second, while the pressure 
had only gone up to 22°7, A similar quantity of 
2-in. powder, with a 1248lb. shot was used for the 
next round, and gave a decrease inthe velocity to 
1498ft , the pressure advancing to 23:4 tons per square 
inch, The sixth and last round was fired with 240lb. 
of 2-in. powder, with a 1247lb. shot, and recorded a 
velocity in the instrument-room of 1513ft. per second 
and a pressure of twenty-three tons, The cartridge 
was 3ft. 6in. long and resembled asack of coal. The 
powder used varied in size of grain and density, but 
was composed of precisely the same ingredients, 


Tur Danish government has abandoned the bri- 
gade formation and the whole army is to be divided 
into three divisions. The infantry consists of twenty- 
nine battalions of the line and twelve reserve bat- 
talions. The first period of training is three months, 
but the subsequent trainings are limited to from 
thirty-five to forty-five days. The cavalry consists of 
four regiments, each with four squadrons of 140 
men. The field artillery forms a single regiment 
with four sections, which has been laid before the 
Folksthing asking for 20,251,300 crowns for fortifica- 
tions, 675,800 for torpedoes, 272,900 for experiments 
and 11,800,000 crowns for the Ministry of Marine. 
This expenditure of 33,000,000 crowns is to be spread 
over the years 1876 to 1883, or at the rate of not 
mure than 6,000,000 crowns yearly. The Danish 
fleet bus been augmentcd this year by three gun- 
boats and a steam torpedo-buat of steel. The ordi- 


nary annual expenditure on the navy is 5,000,000 
crowns, but further augmentations are proposed 
which involve an extra outlay of 20,000,000 crowns, 
The ironclad floating battery Helgdland is to becom- 
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bieted,.for which 14,110,000 crowns are required, 


and two cthers are to be built ona similar plan; an 
unatmored torpedo vessel is also proposed to be 
built, which would cost 1,600,000 crowns, and an un- 

lated corvette, costing 560,000 crowns. Another 
item of 862,000 crowns is wanted for converting the 
Esbem Snare into a torpedo vessel, and the purchase 
of some small torpedo boats and Whitehead torpe- 
does. The officers of the navy are to consist of 
twenty-one Admirals and Commanders, thirty-five 
oe sixty-four First Lieutenants, twenty Sec- 
ond Lieutenants, and 320 Sub-Officers. 


A DECREE just promulgated lays down rules for the 
naming of German ships of war. Armored frigates 
are to bear the names of princes or other distinguish- 
ed Germans who have left their mark upon the 
history of their country.. Armored corvettes are to 
be called after the principal provinces of the Em- 
pire ; umarmored spar-decked corvettes are to be 
named after the glorious battles won by Germans; 
smaller vessels of the same class are to receive the 
names of distinguished generals, admirals and states- 
men ; flush-deck corvettes those of German Prin- 
cesses. Gunboats are to bear the names of animals, 
armored gunboats those of reptiles and erickets, and 
gunboats of the. Albatross class those of swift-flying 
birds, while gunboats of the third class are to re- 
ceive the designations of small wild beasts. Dispatch 
vessels are to be distinguished by adjectives, used 
substantively and denoting their respective qualities. 
Transport vessels are to bear the names of German 
rivers, tugs those of the various winds. Larger tor- 
pedo vessels are to be called after distinguished cay- 
alry officers, and smaller ones by the names of the 
several arms of the military service and of various 
corps of troops. The privilege of|deciding upon 
— for yachts is reserved for the Emperor him- 
self, 





THE Moscow Gazette says of the Suez Canal pur- 
chase: “ England most unceremoniously has taken 
the lead in partitioning Turkey. The English no 
longer content themselves with seizing distant lands, 
but pocket the key to the whole of Southern and 
Eastern Europe, constituting themrelves the sole and 
absolute judges of what is good and profitable for 
the other countries cuncerned. We all know the 
jealousy and supercilious Aawteur marking British 
policy towards other countries. We have not forgot- 
ten tbe furious rage excited by the Khiva campaign; 
we remember the envious intrigue by which Eng- 
land endeavored to tie Russia’s hands, and place a 
horde of Central Asiatic nomads under the protec- 
tion of international law. Now that England has 
seized the Suez Canal, is there any one so naive as to 
anticipate that other countries’, interests will be im- 
partially protected by Great Britain?” The Cologne 
Gazette discusses the matter from a military and nav- 
al point of view. From a commercial-political point 
of view, says the writer, there can be no doubt that 
the gain is great, since the command of the Suez 
Canal supplies the last link missing in the chain of 
stations ‘on the road to India, uniting Gibraltar and 
Malta on the one hand with Aden and India on the 
other. As for the gain in material power attributable 
to the purchase, itis not so easy to give an answer. 
Now that our Government, says Broad Arrow, has 
decided upon so important a step as that of sending 
Colonel Stokes, of the Chatham School of Military 
Engineering, to Egypt, we may take it for granted 
that some Convention exists by which portions of 
the Suez Canal are to be fortified, or we have ac- 
quired the right of military direction. Some years 
ago the fortifications of Alexandria were denuded of 
their guns, the prevailing theory being that an ene- 
my could afford to disregard Alexandria, as the last 
invading army did, and march straight upon Cairo. 
The guns were conveyed to the fort tuat covers 
Cairo, and is known asthe Barrage. It is a strong 
fort, built upon the delta of the Nile, and approached 
by the bridge over a drawbridge which admits of 
vessels passing. The bastions are of earth, and the 
guns areen barbette. Eighty guns can be brought to 
bear upon the bridge, varying in size from 24 
to 30, and even to 60 and 140-pounders, They are 
mostly ships’ guns, mounted upon eight wooden 
carriages. But some of Krupp’s guns have, we be- 
lieve, been recently added to the available pieces of 
the fort. The fortress is about a thousand yards 
long and half-a-mile broad, and contains within 
every necessary fordefence. Itis bisected by a canal, 
sixty feet broad, intended to inundate the country 
on the less protected side of the fort, by means of a 
steam-pumping apparatus. The works were designed 
by a Turkish engineer, and are undoubtedly very 
strong. Garrisoned by good troops, its reduction 
would be a protracted difficulty, whilst it offers pro- 
tection to an army that has already been beaten in 


the open. 








BgavuTirut Brown or Brack. no previous wash, BOSWELL 
& WARNER'S * COLORIFIC FOR THE HAIR.” Ali druggists. 
Depot No. 9 Dey st., New York. 





6 Tasteless Medicines,.—Of the many methods devised 
to overcome the nauseous taste of some medicines, such as Tar, 
Turpentine, Extract Male Fern, and even ef Castor and Cod- 
Liver Oils, none have as yet equalled that of Cap-ules, they hav- 
ing numerous advantages over a'l other forms ; and of the Cap- 
sules that have fallen undersour observation those mude by 
Dundas Dick and Co., ef this city, are the best.- They are easily 
swallowed, even by children, being soft ; certain genuine medi- 
cines, and may be relied on."’—Sanitarian, July, 1873. 












